Selected State Early Reading Legislation

This summary was developed by cross-referencing the states with the highest performance on
the 2013 National Assessment of Educational Progress 4th grade reading assessment with states
that have K-3 reading policies specific to screening, progress monitoring, intervention, and
professional development. Colorado, New Jersey, and Washington legislation has been
summarized below, with links to the full legislation at the bottom of each section.

Colorado

Determination of Significant Reading Deficiency

In grades K-3, determination that a child has a Significant Reading Deficiency in English will be
based on a child scoring at least twice at or below the cut-off score category established by the
interim assessment within a school year. All children shall be tested within 30 days of
enrollment, and any child scoring at or below the cut-off shall be retested within 30 days on the
same state board approved interim assessment.

Upon Determination of Significant Reading Deficiency

In grades K-3, upon determining a child has a Significant Reading Deficiency, the teacher shall:

e Administer a diagnostic assessment to identify the student’s specific skill deficiencies in one
or more of the components of reading: phonemic awareness, phonics, oral reading fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension and;

e Monitor the ongoing progress of students by administering the selected interim assessment
periodically throughout the school year until the student demonstrates grade level
proficiency and is removed from a READ plan and;

e Collect a body of evidence to demonstrate the child is making sufficient progress to meet
grade level or state approved standards.

Effective Universal Instruction

Effective universal instruction addresses the five components of reading appropriate to the age,
grade, and needs of students, recognizing the continuum of reading development and; guided
by the assessment of a student’s reading proficiency using a state board approved interim
assessment at least twice; minimum of 90 minutes of instruction; utilizes a scope and sequence
that is delivered explicitly with judicious review, allowing for active and engaged students;
driven by the Colorado Academic Standards.

Effective Targeted and Intensive Instructional Intervention

Addresses one or more of the five components of reading with intentional focus on identified
area(s) of deficit according to interim and diagnostic assessments; delivered with sufficient
intensity, frequency, urgency, and duration; guided by data from diagnostic, interim, and
observational assessments focused on students’ areas of need; directed by an effective teacher in
the teaching of reading; utilizes a scope and sequence that is delivered explicitly with judicious
review, allowing for active and engaged students; delivered in a small group format
http://goo.gl/vliohwL
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New Jersey

Minimum Professional Development Requirement

Two hours of professional development per year is required for K-3, special education, ELL,
reading specialists, and speech language specialists related to screening, intervention,
accommodation, and use of technology for students with reading disabilities.

Screening for Reading Disabilities

State is required to provide districts with information on screening instruments and develop
and distribute intervention strategies for students with reading disabilities. Students must be
screened by second grade.

http://goo.gl/uX1071

Washington

Second Grade Reading Assessment

The state shall identify a collection of reading passages and assessment procedures to measure
second grade oral reading accuracy and fluency skills. The purpose of the assessment is to
provide information to parents, teachers, and school administrators on the level of oral reading
accuracy and fluency at the beginning of second grade. The assessment procedures and each of
the reading passages must:

e Provide a reliable and valid measure of a student's oral reading accuracy and fluency skills;

e Be able to be individually administered;

e Have been approved by a panel of nationally recognized professionals in the area of
beginning reading, whose work has been published in peer-reviewed education research
journals, and professionals in the area of measurement and assessment; and

e Assess student skills in recognition of letter sounds, phonemic awareness, word recognition,
and reading connected text. Text used for the test of fluency must be ordered in relation to
difficulty.

The state shall develop a per-pupil cost for the assessments that details administering the
assessments, booklets, scoring, and training required to reliably administer the test. To the
extent funds are appropriated, the state shall pay for the cost of administering and scoring the
assessments, booklets, or other assessment material and training required to administer the test.
School districts must select an assessment from the collection adopted by the state. Selection
must be at the entire school district level.

The second grade reading assessment selected by the school district must be administered
annually in the fall. Students who score substantially below grade level shall be assessed at least
one more time during the second grade. Assessment performance deemed to be "substantially
below grade level" is to be determined for each passage in the collection.
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If a student reaches a point at which the student's performance will be considered "substantially
below grade level" regardless of the student's performance on the remainder of the assessment,
the assessment may be discontinued.

Each school must have the assessment results available by the fall parent-teacher conference.
Schools must notify parents about the second grade reading assessment during the conferences,
inform the parents of their students' performance on the assessment, identify actions the school
intends to take to improve the child's reading skills, and provide parents with strategies to help
the parents improve their child's score.

Voluntary all-day kindergarten programs

Beginning with the 2007-08 school year, funding for voluntary all-day kindergarten programs
shall be phased-in beginning with schools with the highest poverty levels, defined as those
schools with the highest percentages of students qualifying for free and reduced-price lunch
support in the prior school year. During the 2011-2013 biennium, funding shall continue to be
phased-in each year until full statewide implementation of all-day kindergarten is achieved in
the 2017-18 school year. Once a school receives funding for the all-day kindergarten program,
that school shall remain eligible for funding in subsequent school years regardless of changes in
the school's percentage of students eligible for free and reduced-price lunches as long as other
program requirements are fulfilled. Additionally, schools receiving all-day kindergarten
program support shall agree to the following conditions:

e Provide at least a one thousand-hour instructional program;
e DProvide a curriculum that offers a rich, varied set of experiences that assist students in:
0 Developing initial skills in the academic areas of reading, mathematics, and writing;
0 Developing a variety of communication skills;
0 Providing experiences in science, social studies, arts, health and physical education, and
a world language other than English;
0 Acquiring large and small motor skills;
0 Acquiring social and emotional skills, including successful participation in learning
activities as an individual and as part of a group;
0 Learning through hands-on experiences;
0 Establish learning environments that are developmentally appropriate and promote
creativity;
0 Demonstrate strong connections and communication with early learning community
providers;
0 Participate in kindergarten program readiness activities with early learning providers
and parents.

It is the intent of the legislature that administration of the Washington kindergarten inventory
of developing skills replace administration of other assessments being required by school
districts or only be administered if they seek to obtain information not covered.
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To the extent funds are available, beginning with the 2011-12 school year on a voluntary basis,
schools must identify the skills, knowledge, and characteristics of kindergarten students at the
beginning of the school year in order to support social-emotional, physical, and cognitive
growth and development of individual children; support early learning provider and parent
involvement; and inform instruction. Kindergarten teachers shall administer the Washington
kindergarten inventory of developing skills, as directed by the state in consultation with the
department of early learning and in collaboration with the nongovernmental private-public
partnership, and report the results to the superintendent. The superintendent shall share the
results with the director of the department of early learning.

School districts shall provide an opportunity for parents and guardians to excuse their children
from participation in the Washington kindergarten inventory of developing skills.

Subject to funds appropriated for this purpose, the superintendent of public instruction shall
designate one or more school districts to serve as resources and examples of best practices in
designing and operating a high-quality all-day kindergarten program. Designated school
districts shall serve as lighthouse programs and provide technical assistance to other school
districts in the initial stages of implementing an all-day kindergarten program. Examples of
topics addressed by the technical assistance include strategic planning, developing the
instructional program and curriculum, working with early learning providers to identify
students and communicate with parents, and developing kindergarten program readiness
activities.

http://goo.gl/y7SFKW http://goo.gl/FSwwiA http://goo.gl/HN6KBt
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