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December 1, 2024 
 
Matthew Reiber, Policy Advisor  
Office of the Governor  
Idaho State Capitol  
Boise, Idaho  
 
Dear Mr. Reiber,  
 
The Idaho Department of Education submits the enclosed report to the Governor pursuant to 
Idaho Code 67-1506. This report provides the amount of current fiscal year support to public 
schools, as well as funding and policies recommended through the Fiscal Year 2026 budget 
request.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Gideon Tolman  
Chief Financial Officer  
 
 
Cc: Josh Whitworth, Executive Director  
Office of the State Board of Education 
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Financial Report on Schools (Idaho Code 67-1506) 
 
 
The Fiscal Year 2026 Public Schools budget request submitted August 30, 2024 is a 2.6% or 
$69.9 million General Fund increase. The total requested funding is $2.7 billion from the 
General Fund, $277.1 million in dedicated fund spending authority, and $260.6 million in 
federal fund spending authority, for a grand total of $3.3 billion as shown below.  
 
The budget request modernizes education funding by:  
 

• Establishing a weighted per-student funding model 
o Provides a base amount of funding per student plus additional weights for 

the following student characteristics: special education, economically 
disadvantaged, English language learner, gifted and talented, attending a 
small school, and at-risk attending an alternative school 

o Shifts general discretionary funding from a support unit-based amount to a 
student-based amount 

o Recognizes the specific needs of Idaho students and how the state supports 
their education 
 

• Updating the student transportation funding formula 
o Simplifies reimbursements by moving to a flat rate 
o Removes unnecessary funding provisions 
o Provides statewide bus routing software for increased data validity and 

transparency 
 

• Establishing a special needs student fund 
o Addresses the high costs associated with special education support 
o Provides a grant program for school districts and charter schools to meet the 

unique services of special education students, which they are obligated to 
provide   

 
The request also provides resources for the Idaho Reading Indicator, Idaho Report Card, and 
professional learning communities. It aligns support unit projections with the most recent data, 
provides an increase for employee health insurance, and accounts for changes in employee 
compensation for administrative, classified, and instructional and pupil service staff.  
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