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How do flashing yellow arrow traffic signals work?

Flashing yellow arrow (FY A) traffic signals are being used more and more frequently throughout the state. The
FYA signal is more efficient and improves safety. Historically, the green ball governing left turns has led some
motorists to wrongly think they have a protected turn— a “green means go” mindset. In contrast, drivers seem
to intuitively know that the flashing yellow is communicating the need for them to use caution when making a
left turn. How does it work? The flashing yellow arrow means, “proceed with caution and yield to oncoming
traffic.” The signal has four phases: Phase 1. Green Arrow represents a protected turn. Phase 2.

; left turn permitted and proceed with caution. Phase 3. ; prepare to stop, or
complete the turn if you are already within the intersection. Phase 4. Solid Red Arrow; STOP!
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> HOW -DRIVE

Your school will be receiving a classroom set of “How to Drive” textbooks, instructor manuals, and a
complete set of supporting instructional videos. The instructor manual includes lesson plans, discussion
topics, reproducible worksheets, quizzes, tests, and a power point disc. The DVD video supports the
curriculum sequence, on a menu delivery system, to control the presentation. The material includes both
English and Spanish audio translation.

If you do not receive these material by September 24th, please let me know. Yes, the materials are
provided at no cost, however, I will be requiring feedback.

State Department of Education Coordinator Audra Urie aurie@sde.idaho.gov 208-332-6984
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