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Agenda July 2025

• Congratulations, Celebrations, and Shout-Outs

• What’s on your radar? Data Acquisition Calendar
• Housekeeping: Direct Cert and IDEA

• Hot Topics, News, and Legislation: federal and state 
updates

• PD in 30: Transportation Reimbursement Requests

GCoP July 2025
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Celebrations & Shout-Outs

Happy Trails: 
SDE: Josh Notebloom (Title Programs)
Scott Graff (Communications)
Dr. Karren Streagle (Assessment) Ret.

You survived FY 25!!

21st Century Should be available

GCoP July 2025
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Click here for the 
recording for Rank & 

Serve

GCoP July 2025

https://www.sde.idaho.gov/sped/funding/files/webinars/ffgcop/Rank-And-Serve-Training-FFGCoP-April2025.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/sped/funding/files/webinars/ffgcop/Rank-And-Serve-Training-FFGCoP-April2025.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/sped/funding/files/webinars/ffgcop/Rank-And-Serve-Training-FFGCoP-April2025.pdf


What’s on Your Radar?
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Data Acquisition Calendar July 2025
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Housekeeping
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Direct Certification System is Now 
Open for Matching

• Get set up sooner than later to ensure that students and families are 
aware of their status.

• Direct Certification notification letters for families are available in MyIdahoCNP
under Download Forms, Section 5 (NSLP Direct Certification Information). The 
2025 - 2026 English and Spanish language Free and Reduced applications are 
also available under Download Forms, Section 7 (NSLP Free & Reduced 
Eligibility Forms).

• Questions can be directed to the NSLP Team at nslpteam@sde.idaho.gov
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IDEA Grants – 30% Up Front in July

• In order to comply with a directive from the 
Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP), 
the SDE will provide approximately 30% of 
IDEA Allocations in July to assist LEAs in the 
continuation of the costs to implement special 
education programs and the offering of FAPE.

• The IDE is partially/forward funded in July with 
the full funding in October.

• LEAs will see a partial grant award in July and 
the remaining award balance (after final 
allocations are calculated).
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LEA Partial Grant Award Distribution & 
Final Awards Clarification

LEAs will receive the remaining funding when they complete the FINAL application as 
a second Grant Award Notification.

• Question: Didn't I already submit my IDEA Part B grant application?

• Answer: Yes, you submitted the PRELIMINARY IDEA grant application (for 
MOE compliance & obligation purposes).You will still receive the partial grant 
award, with the final funding to follow as soon as final allocations are 
determined and when you submit the final application. You will need to revise 
the budget section to include the new amounts.

• Please reach out to IDEAadministrators@sde.idaho.gov for questions or 
help.
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mailto:IDEACoordinators@sde.idaho.gov


IDEA Part B Final Application 
Updates

The FINAL IDEA Part B Application for funding is open!
Final Applications are due November 15th, 2025.

IDEA Part B Application Overview & Enhancements Webinar Recording
Slides
Highlights of Changes include: ​

• Enhanced budgeting and reporting on Private School Proportionate Share 
expenditures

• Separate Grant Allocations for Private School Proportionate Share funding
• Medicaid match validation in Maintenance of Effort – or opt out for doesn’t bill 

Medicaid
• Opt out of funding FAPE certification (for LEAs that revoke the federal funds)
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https://youtu.be/mTk2ONe5l28?si=bKAUZ5LDVNwjzceU
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/sped/funding/training/IDEA-Application-FY2025-26-Training.pdf


Hot Topics, News, and 
Legislation 
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Federal Education 
Updates

14
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Austin Kohout
Federal Programs
Financial Specialist, Principal



Federal Education-Related Updates 

• The US Dept of Education has not yet 
allocated funds to the states for Title I-C, II-A, 
III-A, IV-A

• Funding for affected programs cannot be 
guaranteed at this stage. 

• The IDE advises to sustain existing programs 
out of prior year grant balances or available 
district funds where possible.
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Federal Education Updates Part 2

• If funding is received by IDE or IDE is informed that funding is 
guaranteed, you will be able to reimburse any expenses incurred after 
the later of your CFSGA’s submission date or July 1st. 

• Given the nature of the delay in funding, a timeline is impossible to 
predict for when this will be resolved. 

• CFSGAs are being reviewed and approved like normal, and 
applications must be approved for all programs before your Title I-A or 
Title VB allocations will be made available in the GRA. 
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State Updates

GCoP July 2025

Rob Sepich – Director of Budget



Potential for Budget Holdbacks
• DFM has asked for a plan from each department for 2%, 4%, and 6% 

General Fund reductions.  
• We are taking feed back from LEAs around the state as to the least 

harmful areas to cut
• Please email me with any suggestions 

rsepich@sde.Idaho.gov
• Additionally, we have been asked to limit our request to a 

“maintenance budget” which includes pay and benefit increases but no 
new General Fund line items.
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mailto:rsepich@sde.Idaho.gov


Professional Develop 
in 30

Transportation
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Zane Cliver
Student Transportation
Financial Specialist, Senior



Should I be listening carefully?

If you are involved in submitting or 
reviewing the state transportation 
reimbursement request, this is 
information for you. 

Everyone else has some free 
entertainment for the next 30 minutes. 
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Frequently Asked 
Questions

• What Supporting Documents are needed?
• Why won’t my claim submit?
• What is reimbursable and what isn’t?
• What needs to be pre-approved?
• Why is my reimbursement lower than expected?
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Contracted Documents Needed
• Monthly mileage report.
• Monthly billing report.
• PDF required. Please also submit an excel document
• Mileage summary : Contractor submits odometer report
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District 
Owned Fleet 
Documents 
Needed

• Workers Comp Information
• Workers Comp calculation (Found on the Student Transportation 

website)
• Detail Ledger (PDF required, Excel optional but strongly encouraged)
• In-lieu mileage and unsigned In-lieu contract if applicable
• District owned vehicle mileage if applicable
• Any other documents used to create your claim
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https://www.sde.idaho.gov/student-transportation/files/annual-reporting/reimbursement/Workers-Compensation-Premium-Calculator.xlsx
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/student-transportation/files/annual-reporting/reimbursement/Workers-Compensation-Premium-Calculator.xlsx


Detail Ledger

• Needs ALL costs broken down with detail
• Clear and concise
• Already separated into each line number: ex. Line 26-85
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Please do not submit

• Scanned documents with markings (Highlighted/hand written
adjustments) or columns cut off.

• If some items are not in the correct account please submit an excel 
spreadsheet that shows us where those items are meant to be.

• Pictures or other non-editable files
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Reimbursement Claim 
Issues

• Most common issue is not having supporting documents included
• Other issues: Mileage summary either has more miles than odometer 

report or Mileage summary has not been started.
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Matrix

• The reimbursement claim matrix can be found on the student 
transportation home page.

• The matrix will tell you what line a cost needs to be on and at what 
percentage it will be reimbursed.

• If you cannot find your cost in the matrix please feel free to contact the 
student transportation team.
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https://www.sde.idaho.gov/student-transportation/files/annual-reporting/reimbursement/2023-2024-Reimbursement-Claim-Instructions.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/student-transportation/files/annual-reporting/reimbursement/2023-2024-Reimbursement-Claim-Instructions.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/student-transportation/files/annual-reporting/reimbursement/2023-2024-Reimbursement-Claim-Instructions.pdf


Pre-approvals

• There are a few items that need to be pre-approved.
• These items are mainly larger purchases.

• Examples: Radios, routing and diagnostic software, cameras, and cell 
phones in-lieu of radios.

• Needs a receipt or estimate in supporting documents.

• If you are unaware if an item needs to be pre-approved either contact 
the team or submit one anyway.
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Reimbursement Lower 
Than Expected

• Most common reason for a low reimbursement is due to the 103% 
state average cap.

• If the LEA is above 103% state average for both cost per student and 
cost per mile the reimbursement will be capped at the most beneficial 
between the two.
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Authorized Vehicles

• Will not be reimbursed until the 2026-2027 Reimbursement Claim.

• Reimbursement will be a per mile rate, currently set at $0.91 per mile.

• Vehicles will be inspected by the Student Transportation team.
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$7.5 Million 
Discretionary 
Adjustment
• FY 2026 reimbursement claim will be the last time this adjustment 

appears in your reimbursement.

• Starting FY 2027 the holdback will be removed, and the full amount of 
an LEAs Student Transportation reimbursement claim will go to the 
LEA's student transportation program.
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Please reach out with any questions!

GCoP July 202532

Zane Cliver

Financial Specialist, Senior

zcliver@sde.idaho.gov

Student Transportation
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Contact Us! Special Education Contacts

GCoP July 2025
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Federal Programs Contacts
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Federal Programs Contacts Continued
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Thanks!

Please feel free to reach out with any 
questions!Lisa Pofelski Rosa

Financial Specialist, Principal

lpofelskirosa@sde.idaho.gov

Special Education

Austin Kohout

Financial Specialist, Principal

akohout@sde.idaho.gov

Federal Programs

Rob Sepich

Budget Director

rsepich@sde.idaho.gov

mailto:lpofelskirosa@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:lpofelskirosa@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:akohout@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:akohout@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:rsepich@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:rsepich@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:rsepich@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:rsepich@sde.idaho.gov


Your Efforts Are 
Appreciated, 
Noticed, and 
Essential to 
Students in Idaho

Thank You and 
Stay Super!
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