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Intro to Data Dashboards 
Presenter: Israel Silva, Special Education Senior Financial Specialist



What are Data Dashboards?

•Visual representations of key performance 
indicators (KPIs) 

•Present data as charts, graphs, and tables
•Use interactive elements, such as filters and drill-
down capabilities

•Make data easier to understand and interpret
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Benefits of Data Dashboards

• Track and monitor data for budget allocation, 
expenditure, revenue, and resource utilization

• Set benchmarks, compare performance against 
targets, and measure progress

• Identification of trends, patterns, and anomalies in 
data

• Consolidate information from different departments 
into a single interface
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What is Power BI?

•Business analytics tool developed by Microsoft
•Allows users to create interactive dashboards, 
reports, and charts

• Integrates with other Microsoft products, such 
as Excel 

•Free and paid versions
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Getting Started with Microsoft Power BI

Link to download webpage: https://powerbi.microsoft.com/en-us/desktop/
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Cleaning Up Your Data

Example of data that doesn’t work
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Cleaning Up Your Data Continued

Example of clean data that works 
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Import Your Data
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Example of Data Dashboard
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• Double check with your LEA Systems Administrators 
regarding information technology/security policies & 
practices on the use or publishing of any information 
tied to a data dashboard

• There are other versions of data dashboards such as 
via Google and software platforms such as Tableau

• The SDE does not favor or support any product over 
another.
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Systems & Internal Policy 
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