
Idaho State Department of Education 
Title III-LEP Classroom Observation Tool  

 
Date: Time: Classroom: School: Title III Observer: 

Describe Classroom Lesson/Activity: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Attribute Description Yes No NA 

Students are 
provided with 

comprehensible 
input via 

visuals, realia, 
manipulatives 

props, etc. 

Visuals are throughout classroom for students to refer to that represent topics & 
concepts they are learning 

   

Realia is used by the instructor to help make meaning for students 
   

Instructor engages students by the use of props and/or manipulatives 
   

The environment makes it evident to an observer that there are English Learners 
in this classroom 

   

Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attribute Description Yes No NA 

Students are 
exposed to an 

interactive, 
supportive, & 
language-rich 
environment 
with various 

speaking 
opportunities. 

The classroom includes resources that support language learning such as word 
walls, visuals, dictionaries, etc. 

   

Verbal participation of students is fostered and encouraged throughout the lesson 
   

Students feel comfortable taking risks to practice language 
   

Students are provided with topic related, well-planned and structured 
opportunities to use oral language 

   

Comments 
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Attribute Description Yes No NA 

Students are 
exposed to 

differentiated 
instruction that 

effectively 
meets their 
individual 

needs. 

Instructional materials are appropriate for students’ language proficiency levels  
   

Multiple forms of instructional strategies are used to accommodate the unique 
learning styles of students    

Students paired/grouped purposefully to support/scaffold language development    

Linguistic support such as sentence starters and sentence frames is provided for 
students    

Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attribute Description Yes No NA 

Students are 
exposed to the 
four domains 
of language—

listening, 
speaking, 

reading and 
writing 

Teacher ensures that activities are practiced using the four language skills    

Teacher assesses the use of students’ spoken/written language and provides 
effective and timely feedback    

Teacher provides guidance and support to students during reading activities    

Teacher provides structured opportunities for students to practice listening skills    

Comments 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attribute Description Yes No NA 

Provides 
opportunities 

for the 
development  

of higher order 
thinking skills 

Students are challenged to refine and extend what they know and are able to do    

Instructional activities and strategies promote higher-order thinking skills    

Questions and discussion expand students’ higher-order thinking skills    

Teacher guides students to monitor and self-evaluate their own thinking     

Comments 
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