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Essential Components for Instruction and Intervention  
Interview Questions for Schoolwide and Targeted Assistance Programs 

 
 

District      School      Date 
 
Name and Position of Interviewee(s):  
(Teacher) 
 
Interviewer: 
 

Trait Question Comments/Notes 

Reading Math 

Tool(s) and 
Screening 
Process 

 What tool is used for universal screening? 
Describe the process for screening: 

 Which students are screened at the beginning of the 
school year for reading?  For math? 

 Does your school conduct screening throughout the 
school year?  If so, how many times during the school 
year are students typically screened? 

 [Targeted Assistance Question] How are students in a 
targeted assistance program identified for services?  
Please provide a copy of the rank order list that includes 
the multiple educational objective criteria. 

  

CORE CURRICULUM/TIER I 

Evidence-Based 
Curriculum 
Materials 

 Is instruction aligned to the standards for each subject 
and grade level?  Please explain. 

  

Differentiated 
Instruction 

 To what extent do teachers use student assessment 
data and knowledge of student readiness, learning 
preferences, language, and culture to offer students in 
the same class different teaching and learning strategies 
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Trait Question Comments/Notes 

Reading Math 

to address student needs?  How does this information 
impact instruction? 

 How are instruction and assignments differentiated in 
response to individual student performance on 
pretests/posttests and other assessment methods?    

School-Based 
Professional 
Development 

 How are professional development activities 
determined?   

 Do the teachers regularly participate in school-based 
professional development that is structured so that 
teachers continuously examine, reflect upon, and 
improve instructional practice?  If so, please describe. 

 What kind of professional development does the 
district/school offer all teachers/staff for ELL students?   

How have these PD activities helped you meet the 
needs of ELL students?   

 In what kind of professional development activities do 
parapros participate?  

  

INTERVENTION/TIER II 

Well Defined 
Intervention 

 How is it determined to move students between 
levels?  Who decides? What are the criteria for 
placement in Tier II?  

  Is there a minimum amount of time (i.e. weeks) that 
students must participate in Tier II before they can 
return to the core curriculum or be moved to a higher 
intensity level tier?  If yes, how long?   

 What is the time length of the Tier II sessions for each 
student?  How many sessions per week? 

  [Targeted Assistance Question] What types of extended 
learning sessions do targeted students receive?   

 How long does it take for a decision to be made 
regarding a student’s placement or change in 
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Reading Math 

placement? 

 What are the criteria for exiting Tier II?   

Evidence-Based 
Intervention 

 What program is used for the Tier II intervention?   How 
do you know which program to use?  Is the program 
based on a scientific, rigorous research design that has 
demonstrated the efficacy of the strategic intervention?   

  

Complements 
and Enhances 
Core Instruction 

 How do the Tier II intervention teachers ensure that the 
content they address is well aligned and complements 
the core instruction for each student for Reading?  For 
Math?   

 Are the Tier II strategic interventions always in addition 
to the core curriculum?  If no, please explain. 

  

Small Group 
Instruction 

 Are the Tier II strategic interventions always led by 
teachers?  If no, who provides the Tier II intervention and 
what is their background? 

 What is the maximum size of a Tier II group of students? 

 Describe the collaboration between the paraprofessional 
and teacher.     

  

Progress 
Monitoring 

 What is the process and timeline for progress 
monitoring?  What tool is used for progress monitoring?  
Are pre/post tests used for progress monitoring? How is 
progress monitoring administered?  

 How is instruction individualized based on progress 
monitoring assessment results to provide support for 
some students and enhanced learning opportunities for 
others?   

  

Title I-A Program 
Effectiveness 

 Is the Title I-A program in your building making a 
difference?  How do you know? 

 What does the evaluation process for the Title I-A 
program look like?  Who is involved?  What data is 
collected and analyzed?  When/how often is the Title I-A 

  



Program level Interview 

 

Revised from the National Center for Response to Intervention, RTI Essential Components Integrity Rubric – RMC Research Corporation; 
(updated 9.26.2013)      4 
 

Trait Question Comments/Notes 

Reading Math 

program evaluated?  Who is involved in determining the 
effectiveness of the program to increase student 
achievement? 

OVERARCHING FACTORS 

Communications 
with Parent 

 How are parents made aware of the Targeted 
Assistance/Schoolwide program in your school? 

 How often are parents informed of the progress of 
their child concerning:  Placement?  Progress 
monitoring?  And movement?   

 How are parents informed of their child’s progress?     

 What kinds of strategies are implemented to increase 
parental involvement? 

 What meaningful ways are parents involved at the 
school? 

  

Homeless 
Education 

 Who is the district liaison for homeless education? 

 What is the procedure for identifying children and 
youth who are homeless? 

 What kind of professional development have you 
received on the requirements of McKinney-Vento and 
the responsibilities of the district liaison? 

  How does the achievement of homeless students 
compare to their housed peers?  

  

 


