
SHERRI YBARRA, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND 
STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE



New & Experienced Federal Program Director's Meeting
September 21-22, 2016 

Special Education Team
Idaho State Dept. of Education



Agenda

1. Welcome
2. Electronic Scavenger Hunt —

Locating and Utilizing Existing 
Resources

3. Opportunities for Collaboration—
Breaking down silos through ESSA

4. Did you Know? What’s happening 
at the national level

5. Priorities for 2016‐17
6. Table Talk—1 Success and 2 Needs
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Electronic Scavenger Hunt—Locating and Utilizing  
New and Existing Resources

Either on your device or with the  SDE I‐Pad take 5‐10 minutes to 
locate the following:

1. Medicaid Handbook

2. IEP Guidance Document

3. English Language Learner Toolkit

4. Dear Colleague Letter
(August 1, 2016)

5. SDE Due Dates 

6. Your District Indicator 8 data
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Opportunity for Collaboration:
Breaking Down Silos Through ESSA

http://sde.idaho.gov/topics/essa/index.html
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Did You Know?  
What’s Happening at the National Level
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1. OSEP Dear Colleague Letters

2. Emphasis on School Safety, Discipline 
and behavior supports

3. OSEP purposing  new regulations on 
significant disproportionality

4. Many states have pasted (or 
purposed) legislation around dyslexia

5. Expecting every state to develop a 
monitoring system that incorporates 
results—not just compliance



SDE Priorities for 2016-17

1. Continue to improve  the 
forms

2. Create a meaningful 
monitoring system

3. SSIP

4. SESTA State‐Wide  services

5. Idaho Training Clearinghouse
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Table Talk
Discuss with your colleagues about at least 

1 success and 2 areas of improvement
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Dr. Charlie Silva 
Special Education Director
(208) 332‐6806

Ivana Hotchkiss
Data & Reporting Coordinator  
(208) 332‐6919

Alisa Fewkes 
Data Program Specialist  
(208) 332‐6925

Shannon Dunstan 
Early Childhood & Interagency Coordinator 
(208) 332‐6908

Jeff Brandt
Special Populations Coordinator  
(208) 332‐6915

Wendy Lee
Funding & Accountability Coordinator  
(208) 332‐6916

Grace Dehner
Contracts & Fiscal Program Specialist 
(208) 332‐6910

Kendrick Lester
Secondary Special Education Coordinator 
(208) 332‐6918

Dr. Melanie Reese
Dispute Resolution Coordinator
(208) 332‐6914

Jessica Spoja
Dispute Resolution Program Specialist  
(208) 332‐6912

SPECIAL EDUCATION SDE STAFF
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