
Equitable Services to Private Schools 
ESSA Changes 

Michelle Clement Taylor, School Choice Coordinator 
Federal Directors’ Training 

September 21, 2016 
mtaylor@sde.idaho.gov or 208.332.6963 

mailto:mtaylor@sde.idaho.gov


Significant Changes Under ESSA 

• Ombudsman Requirement 
• Equitable Services Funding 
• Consultation Requirements 
• SEA Compliance Role 

 



Ombudsman 
• To help ensure that private school children, 

teachers and other educational personnel 
received services equitable to those in public 
schools, SEAs must designate an ombudsman 
to monitor and enforce Title I equitable services 
requirements.  (ESEA section 1117(a)(3)(B)) 



Ombudsman 
• Hear/receive concerns and complaints related to 

equitable services – consultation, funding, 
services, evaluation. 

• Resolve issues between LEA and private school 
• Review options for providing services 



Equitable Services Funding 

• Funding is determined by the district based on 
the total allocation. 
 

• Funds must be used in the current year. 
 

• State notifies the private schools of the amount 
of funds available. 



Consultation: definition, goal, 
results 

• LEA requirement to conduct annual “timely and 
meaningful” consultation. 

• LEA and private school official must have the 
goal of reaching agreement on how to provide 
services. 

• Results must be shared with the state. 



Consultation: Additional Topics 
The statutory list of topics will also include: 

– Process for determining proportionate share of 
funding. 

– Method for providing services:  
• Directly or through other means such as third party contract. 
• School-by-school basis or pooling funds. 

– Timing of services – approximate time of day they will 
be provided. 

– Funding consolidation options. 
 

 
 
 
 



Consultation: Documentation 
Affirmation of Meaningful Consultation: 

– LEA must maintain written documentation 
– Must provide an option for private school to indicate 

that meaningful and timely consultation has not 
occurred 

– Provide documentation to state ombudsman 
 

Note: If documentation is not provided in reasonable 
amount of time, LEA forwards any documentation 
regarding consultation it has. 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Note: Will be updated to reflect ESSA Changes 



Note: Will be updated to reflect ESSA Changes 



Consultation: Disagreements 

• If the LEA disagrees with the private school 
officials regarding any of the issues subject to 
consultation, it must provide a written explanation 
why it disagrees. 
 

• If there is still disagreement, there is a complaint 
process. 
 



Right to Complain 
 

• Private school officials have the right to complain to the 
SDE 
– Must provide basis of noncompliance with the law 
 

• LEA must forward all appropriate documentation to the 
state 
 

• SDE does have a Complaint procedure 



SEA Compliance Role 
 

The state must provide equitable services directly or 
through a contract if appropriate private school officials 
have: 

– Requested the state provide the services and 
– Demonstrated that the LEA has not met the equitable 

services requirements 



Timeline 

• New equitable services provisions will apply 
beginning with 2017-18 school year 
 

• Consultation process should start in the late 
winter, early spring. 
 

• Webinars and updated documentation will be 
available early 2017 
 



Resources for Equitable Services 

Idaho Equitable Services for Private School Students 
–  http://www.sde.idaho.gov/federal-programs/basic/ 

 
US Department of Education Resources: 

– NCLB, Sec. 1120 Participation of Children Enrolled in Private Schools; 
– §200.62; §200.63; §200.64; §200.65;  §200.77; §200.78; 
– U.S. Department of Education Title I Services to Eligible Private School 

Children, Non-Regulatory Guidance, October 17, 2003; 
– U.S. Department of Education Title IX Guidance on Equitable Services to 

Eligible Private School Students and Teachers, Sec. 9101(34). 
– U.S. Department of Education Ensuring Equitable Services to Private 

School Children: A Title I Resource Tool Kit 

 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/federal-programs/basic/
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg2.html%23sec1120
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/pg2.html%23sec1120
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/ps/titleitoolkit.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/titleiparta/ps/titleitoolkit.pdf


Questions  
Contact Information 

For questions or additional clarification please 
contact me! 

 
Michelle Clement Taylor, School Choice 

Coordinator 
mtaylor@sde.idaho.gov or 208.332.6963 
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