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Objectives

• Understand the principles of Least Restrictive 
Environments (LRE) in Early Childhood Special Education.

• Explore Early Childhood Outcomes (ECO) and their role in 
tracking child development and progress.

• Learn key strategies for a smooth transition from Part C 
(Infant Toddler Program) to Part B (Preschool Special 
Education).

• Identify best practices for supporting families and children 
in Early Childhood Special Education to ensure continuity 
of services.
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The Purpose of Early Childhood Special Education 
and Early Intervention

• “Providing services early helps children catch up and 
increases their chances for success in school and life overall.” 
Annie Stuart (Understood.org)

• The purpose of early intervention is to lessen the effects of the 
disability or delay. (Wrightslaw.com)

• The goal is that services, provided early, will help any delays 
in development so that the child will not need services later on.
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How are we measuring PROGRESS?

Indicator 6:  Least Restrictive 
Environment

Indicator 7:  Early Childhood 
Outcomes

Indicator 12:  Timely Transitions 
from Part C to Part B
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Indicator 6:  Least Restrictive Environments 
– Where are we today?

Idaho is last in the nation in providing  special education services in a 
regular early childhood program
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Indicator 6:  Least Restrictive Environment –
Considerations for Improvement?

1. Increase partnerships with private preschools and childcare providers

2. Use itinerant teachers to support community-based settings

3. Support inclusive practices through participation in the Idaho Pyramid 

Collaborative

4. Consider joining or creating an early learning collaborative
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Indicator 7:  Early Childhood Outcomes –
Where are we today?
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Indicator 7:  Early Childhood Outcomes –
Considerations for Improvement?

1. Evaluate district’s early childhood outcome process and data collection

2. Enhance parent engagement and support

3. Increase access to inclusive settings

4. Ensure IEP teams are proficient in age-anchoring to accurately reflect a 

student’s abilities
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Indicator 12:  Transition from Infant 
Toddler to LEA – Where are we today?
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Indicator 12: Early Childhood Outcomes –
Considerations for Improvement?

1. Ensure appropriate staff received nightly notifications 
2. Identify and establish a process for late and summer referrals
3. Utilize the Interagency Agreement  and protocols to 

understand and educate staff on the process of Part C to B 
transitions

4. Accurate data reporting
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Resources

• Idaho Training Clearinghouse
• Early Childhood Topic Page
• Idaho Pyramid Collaborative topic page
• Idaho Department of Education 

• Special Education Public Reporting 
• Interagency Agreements and Protocols

112024 ESEA/IDEA Directors Meeting



2024 ESEA/IDEA Directors Meeting 12



Thank you !!
Shannon Dunstan
Early Childhood and School Supports Coordinator
Idaho Department of Education
208.332.6908
Sdunstan@sde.Idaho.gov
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