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Reminder: Memos from Superintendent Ybarra
e Regarding McREL Teacher Evaluation Report: Stand Tall, Stand Proud, Stand
Together

e Department Findings Response to the McREL Report
e Letter to Idaho’s Teachers (attached)

Memo from Superintendent Ybarra

e Memo regarding 2015-2016 Teacher Evaluation data submission and online application
development

College and Career Art Content Reminder
e College and Career Art Contest submissions are still being accepted. Please submit
artwork to Portia Flynn at pflynn@sde.idaho.gov.

Notes from SDE Staff
o Information from the Department of Health and Welfare regarding lead in drinking

water
e ldaho Prevention and Support Conference is currently seeking proposals for
workshops

e Join the 11,000 school participating in this year’s National Geographic Bee.
Registration ends January 23, 2017

e Federal grants for afterschool programs now available through 218t Century Community
Learning Centers (2151 CCLC)

e Response to Intervention (RTI) Training Now Available Through the State Department
of Education

e Department and Professional Standards Commission (PSC) seek dedicated professionals
to participate in the 2016 review of Idaho Standards for Administrator and Teacher
Preparation

e 2016-2017 Danielson Workshop offerings now open for registration

ESSA Reminder
e The department continues to accept feedback on the most recent draft of the ESSA
Consolidated State Plan and updated timeline. The most recent draft and timeline are

posted on the Every Student Succeeds Act State Plan webpage.

Down The Road...
e April 5-7, 2017 for the 2017 Federal Programs Conference themed “Imagine the

Possibilities” — Call for Presenters, Click Here to learn more
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Wednesday, December 14, 2016

Idaho Educators,

It is important that | reach out to you today to say that | am proud of you, and that you
are doing a great job. Having been in your shoes, | understand that your job is difficult
and that you are doing all that you can to support students in reaching their goals, and
being college and career ready.

With the recent conversation regarding teacher evaluations, | want to tell you today
that no evaluation system in the nation is working perfectly and that the evaluation
itself doesn’t improve teaching—it is support, professional development, and your hard
work that will continue to improve teaching in Idaho.

You are doing a great job, and | want you to know that | am behind you every step of the
way. In being behind you, the intent of the teacher evaluation desk review was to
provide clarity, and how we could work together to have a better understanding of what
is working well, what isn’t working well, and what changes could occur to best support
you.

Again, thank you for all of your hard work. Stand tall, stand proud, and stand together,
knowing that | support you, and am behind you as we move forward collaboratively to
support schools and students to achieve.

Happy Holidays!

oI Poesea

Sherri Ybarra
Superintendent of Public Instruction

Supporting Schools and Students To Achieve






e National History Day 2017 in Idaho focuses on historic people and events by
exploring archives, libraries, and other resources

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks
Jeff

Jeff Church

Chief Communications Officer

650 W State Street | Boise, ID 83720

Main: 208.332.6800 Direct: 208.332.6934
Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve
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