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TWO IDAHO SCHOOLS RECOGNIZED AS NATIONAL TITLE I 

DISTIGUISHED SCHOOLS BY NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
 

(BOISE) – Superintendent Sherri Ybarra announced today that Atlas Elementary of the Coeur 

d’Alene School District and Southside Elementary of the Lake Pend Oreille School District are 

the recipients of The National Title I Association Distinguished Schools Program Award. 

 

This prestigious award is given annually and recognizes qualifying Title I schools from each state 

for their outstanding achievements in education.  Only two schools per state are selected each 

year as National Title I Distinguished Schools. 

 

“I am proud to announce these two distinguished schools today for their hard work and 

exceptional student performance,” Superintendent Sherri Ybarra said.  “These two schools 

deserve to be recognized for their efforts, as it highlights the great work that is being done in 

many school districts across the state to support students regardless of their background, 

economic status, or prior performance levels—our great districts recognize that every student can 

achieve, and this award highlights that effort.” 

   

In order for a school to qualify for the Distinguished School award, it must: 

 

1. Be included in the top 5% of schools that met all their annual measurable objectives; 

2. Have a poverty rate of at least 35% for the selected school year; 

3. Demonstrate high academic achievement for two or more years;  

4. Met or exceeded state-determined criteria based on two or more years of achievement 

data. 

 

Idaho has selected one qualifying school in each of the following categories: 

 

Category 1: 

Atlas Elementary from Coeur d’Alene District #271 has been named a Distinguished school for 

being in the top 5 percent of schools meeting annual measurable objectives and for having 

exceptional student performance.  For English Language Arts, Economically Disadvantaged 

Students performed 34.4 percentage points higher than the State average.  For math, 

Economically Disadvantaged Students performed 25.7 percentage points higher than the State 

average.   

 

Atlas Elementary (Coeur d’Alene  SD 

#271) 

Percentage Points above the State average for 

Economically Disadvantaged Students 

English Language Arts 34.4 percentage points 

Math 25.7 percentage points 

 

 

Category 2: 
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Southside Elementary from Lake Pend Oreille, #84 has been named a Distinguished school for 

being in the top 5 percent of schools meeting annual measurable objectives and for having a small 

achievement gap between student groups.   For English Language Arts (ELA), the gap between 

All Students and Economically Disadvantaged Students was 4.3 percentage points.  For Math, the 

gap between All Students and Economically Disadvantaged Students was 5.2 percentage points. 

 

Southside Elementary (Lake Pend Oreille 

SD #84) 

Percentage  point gap between All Students 

and Economically Disadvantaged Students 

English Language Arts 4.3 percentage points 

Math 5.2 percentage  points 

 

Both schools will be honored at the National Title I Conference in Houston, January 28-31, 2016.  

Each school will also receive a monetary award from the Title I Academic Achievement Award 

fund.   

 

### 

 


