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WWW.SDE.IDAHO.GOV (BOISE) — Superintendent Ybarra met today with Matt Bennett of Ink International, the
organization founded by an original freedom writer, Manny Scott. The superintendent and Mr.
Bennett discussed encouraging students to persevere through difficult times and how the Idaho
State Department of Education may better serve students throughout the state. They further
discussed Mr. Bennett’s efforts across the country to inspire youth with a message of hope.

Superintendent Ybarra and Mr. Bennett then attended the 9" Annual Hispanic Youth Leadership
Summit. The superintendent addressed the group of students with a message of encouragement:
“You are special because you know life is tough, and you could have been anywhere today,”
Superintendent Ybarra stated. “Instead you made a commitment to be here today, empowering
yourself and getting prepared for your life—planning your future so that you can be successful.”

Mr. Bennett then addressed the group of students with a powerful message focused on
perseverance and hope. From the Ink International website, “Mr. Bennett is quickly becoming
the speaker of choice for school assemblies and groups with underperforming youth. His
powerful messages of hope and perseverance will humble you, make you laugh, reduce you to
tears, and then send you out on fire, inspired to be more, and to do more with your life.”

In addition, Superintendent Ybarra announced this week the newly created Limited English
Proficiency and Migrant Education Department at the Idaho State Department of Education.
Since taking office, Superintendent Ybarra has been focused on meeting the needs of all students
and recognized early in her administration that more dedicated support was needed in this area.

For more information on today’s events or the Limited English Proficiency and Migrant
Education Department please contact Jeff Church at (208) 332-6934 or by email at
jchurch@sde.idaho.gov.
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