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NEW ADVANCED OPPORTUNITIES REGISTRATION PORTAL 

PROVIDES ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS 
 

(BOISE) – As students begin returning to school, the State Department of Education will begin 

offering a web-based portal beginning August 17
th
 for secondary students who wish to register for 

the state’s Advanced Opportunities programs, Superintendent Sherri Ybarra announced today. 

 

Those interrelated programs include 8-in-6, Fast Forward, Dual Credit for Early Completers and 

the Mastery Advancement Program. All are designed to encourage students to accelerate through 

school and move on to post-secondary education by helping them earn college credits in high 

school or graduate early.   

 

Students should know which program they are applying for in advance and are strongly 

encouraged by SDE officials to discuss their options with their school guidance counselors. 

 

The 8-in-6 Program is designed to help students complete eight years of schoolwork (two years 

of middle school, four years of high school, and two years of postsecondary or trade school) in 

just six years. Students accomplish this by taking online courses over the summer and by taking 

online overload courses during the school year. Overload courses are those in addition to the 

student’s normal school day, so it does not reduce the amount of time students spend in the 

classroom. Students in grades 7-12 can be reimbursed for middle and high school overload 

courses under the 8-in-6 program. Students can be reimbursed for up to $225 per course and can 

take four courses per year or eight courses over the lifetime of the student.  Students in the 8-and-

6 program usually have the opportunity to qualify for the Early Completers or Mastery 

Advancement programs. 

 

The Fast Forward Program is available for juniors and seniors. Participants in Fast Forward, the 

most popular of the Advanced Opportunities programs, are eligible for state aid to pay for dual 

credit courses and college-bearing/professional-technical exams, such as AP (Advanced 

Placement) exams, CLEP (College Level Examination Placement) exams, IB (International 

Baccalaureate) courses and some technical education courses and certifications. Juniors can be 

reimbursed for three dual credits at up to $75 per credit or the financial equivalent of $195 for 

exams. Seniors can be reimbursed for six dual credits or the equivalent of $390 for exams. Low-

income students can receive additional discounts and should contact their high school guidance 

counselor for more details. 

 

It is critical that students carefully plan their postsecondary goals, discuss them with their parents 

and school counselor, and base their decisions on a four-year learning plan, SDE officials said. 

Last year, 12,500 students in the Fast Forward Program earned 54,425 college credits while in 

high school. 

 

The Early Completers Program also allows students who have completed their state graduation 

requirements (except for their senior project and senior math course) to use state aid to pay for 
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dual credit courses and college-bearing/professional-technical exams while still in high school. 

The state will pay up to $75 per credit hour for up to 18 dual credits per semester (or 12 per 

trimester). They also can take up to six exams per semester (four per trimester) and be reimbursed 

for up to $90 per exam.  Juniors and seniors and their parents can learn more details from their 

school guidance counselors. 

 

Dual credit courses are part of a collaborative partnership between Idaho’s colleges and 

universities with high schools to provide students the opportunity to experience the rigor and 

intellectual challenge of college classes and earn transferable college credits while in high school. 

Taught by specially certified teachers who provide instruction at college level for the high school-

credited coursework, upon graduation those credits also are available as college credits through 

the state’s colleges and universities that certified the instructors.  

 

Students also can take post-secondary classes on-line as well as at a college or university campus 

and, through the Early Completers Program, the state will pay a portion of the costs for each 

credit taken directly from a college or university. 

 

Finally, the Mastery Advancement Program allows students who graduate from high school at 

least one year early to become eligible for a post-secondary schools scholarship equal to 35 

percent of the Average Daily Attendance state funding allocation that would have been made to 

their school had they not graduated early. Typically, that amounts to approximately $1,400 for 

every year early that they graduate. The scholarship can be used to attend any Idaho public post-

secondary institution of their choice.  

 

“School districts around the state are working hard to offer students more choices to take 

advantage of the programs,” said Tina Polishchuk, coordinator of Advanced Opportunities.  

 
When a student visits the Advanced Opportunities website at sde.idaho.gov/site/advancedOpp 

they can register for those programs and courses provided through their district on August 17
th
. 

Students should discuss how to sign up with their school counselor as district processes vary on 

their unique program design, Polishchuk noted. 

 
For more information about the state’s Advanced Opportunities programs, go to the State 

Department of Education website at www.sde.idaho.gov/site/advancedopp or contact Tina 

Polishchuk at tpolishchuk@sde.idaho.gov.   
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