
Hi there and welcome to the monthly NSLP webinar. My name is Heather Blume and 
for those of you who don’t know me, I am a coordinator with the Child Nutrition 
Programs. In addition to working with the National School Lunch Program, I work to 
promote and assess nutrition and wellness in school districts through a grant with the 
Department of Health and Welfare. 
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Because it has been awhile since the last NSLP monthly webinar, there is quite a bit of 
information to cover today. With that being said we will primarily focus on the relevant 
policy memos and end today’s webinar with a few reminders 
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The policy memos we will be covering include those seen here. We will start with 
policy memos relating to the new Smart Snack Standards 
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In addition to Smart Snacks, there are a number of policy memos regarding the 
National School Lunch Program and the School Breakfast Program  
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Other policy memos we will address cover eligibility criteria under several different 
circumstances 
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The last couple policy memos we will cover include items relating to the 
administration of school lunch, such as forms for the Administrative review and 
operating decisions like how to handle online fees.  
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Beginning with smart snack policies… 
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While smart snacks standards are required to be implemented in schools in school 
year 14-15, they are in interim final rule form. This allows for continued dialogue as 
the implementation proceeds and issues are identified and evaluated. This revision of 
the Smart Snacks Q and A provides further clarification on operational questions about 
the definition of a combination food, smoothies, meatless burgers, and the logistics of 
implementing smart snack standards for all foods sold on school campus 
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SP 59-2014 reiterates that the Smart Snack regulations do not apply to fundraisers that 
do not sell food nor to fundraisers that take place outside of school.  Per USDA 
regulation, the State Department of Education has determined that there can be 10 
exempted fundraisers per year per school site. Each fundraiser must not be longer 
than 4 consecutive days duration. Requests for additional fundraisers above the 10 
exempted ones may be made by completing the Idaho Exempted Fundraiser request 
form on the Child Nutrition Program website 
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SP 63-2014 addresses how to treat foods that are exempt from certain smart snack 
standards due to their nutrient density. When an exempt food item is paired with 
another exempt food item the combined pairing is also exempt from certain nutrient 
standards. For instance, many fruit and vegetable items are exempt from all nutrient 
standards and nut butters are exempt from the total fat and saturated fat standards. 
When combined together as with peanut butter and celery, the paired food is exempt 
from the fat requirements. This slide shows other examples as well. 
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With the implementation of Smart Snacks, the foods of minimal nutritional value 
exemptions will end on June 30, 2014 if you have questions about these items please 
see the list that is attached to policy SP 53-2014 or contact the State agency for 
further clarification 
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SP 01-2015 seeks to encourage State agencies and school food authorities to work 
together regarding the implementation of smart snacks and the administrative review. 
The goal here is to promote a healthy school environment for students.  

12 



Moving on, we will now talk about the policy memos regarding the National School 
Lunch Program and the School Breakfast program 
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Additional questions have been answered in the SP10-2012 policy memo on the 
nutrition standards for the national school lunch program and school breakfast 
program.  This 59 page Q and A is very informational regarding the meal pattern and 
nutrient standards 
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The Offer Versus Serve guidance has also been updated. The guidance was released in 
August and is available under the download forms section of MyIdahoCNP 
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As there have been some interruptions in the supply of domestic beef due to 
increased prices, the USDA would like to remind school food authorities that there are 
fewer delays in the USDA products delivered directly to the state. Additionally, there 
are other protein sources available in place of beef, such as chicken, legumes, and 
cheese. 
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As nutrient requirements for the National School Lunch Program and the School 
Breakfast program now include sodium standards, the 6 Cent Certification worksheets 
have been updated. The updates also include the whole grain rich and 1 cup fruit 
requirements 
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While there is some flexibility for whole grain rich pasta in special cases that warrant 
it, the State agency would like to remind school food authorities that there are 
acceptable whole grain rich pasta products available on the market. If a school food 
authority would like a waiver they will need to provided very specific data regarding 
lunch participation and the acceptability of the pasta dishes in question.  
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Moving on we will now address policy memos regarding questions in eligibility status 
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This memo announces that the effective eligibility date for directly certified students is 
the date that the automated matching file first identifies an eligible student. With the 
way the Idaho State Department matches students, this still means that the list must 
be retrieved. In order to utilize this eligibility date the school food authority must be 
consistent across all methods for directly certifying students, including when gathering 
names from the homeless migrant liaison and when  and must use a method to 
document the date the list was retrieved. If utilizing this method of determining 
eligibility date the SFA must inform the State agency if a claim needs to be adjusted  
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SP 21-2014 is a revision of the Q and A that was released regarding community 
eligibility provision. This is a great resource if you are operating CEP this year or 
thinking about implementing CEP for next year. As a reminder, the important dates to 
be aware of are April 15th, when the local educational agency must submit school level 
eligibility information to the State agency and May 1st, when the State agency will post 
the LEA district-wide and school level lists on the Child Nutrition Website. Lastly, 
interested Local educational agencies must notify the state agency of their intent to 
participate under CEP by June 30th the summer prior to implementation.  

21 



SP 62-2014 refers to the release of the new local educational agency second review of 
applications. A new report has been developed to assist these schools in conducting 
and reporting on the second review of applications. The schools this applies to are (11 
of them) 
Ririe 
Richfield (Review Feb) 
West Jefferson 
Heritage Community Charter School in Caldwell 
Holy Spirit Catholic School – Pocatello 
Bliss (Review Feb 9) 
Post Falls Review Nov 13-14) 
Vallivue (review Jan 21-23) 
Potlatch 
Idaho School for the Deaf and Blind (New Provision 2 base year and Review Feb 13) 
Minidoka SD  (Feb 10-11) 
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The last policy memo topic we will cover today is program administration 
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To begin, SP 48-2014  Child Nutrition Database Release 18 addresses the availability of 
an update for the child nutrition database. Since software companies with USDA 
approved nutrient analyses are required to update their software, if you did not 
receive an update over the summer you should contact your software company.  
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The administrative review forms have been updated to include a review of smart snack 
standards in schools 

25 



SP 54-2104 provides guidance on the technical assistance provided during 
Administrative Reviews. As schools become more familiar with the new meal pattern 
and the administrative review process, the emphasis during reviews will be on 
technical assistance. However, fiscal action will occur if a school is missing meal 
components from the menu. The transition period ends June 30, 2016 at the end of 
the first three year review cycle. 
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SP 02-2015 states that fees associated with online payments for school lunch may be 
charged to parents if there is an alternative method of payment available to them that 
is not associated with additional fees. Alternatively, school food authorities may use 
school food service funds to cover these costs.  
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The last policy memo we will cover today is SP 03-2015, which states that the SY 15-16 
Paid lunch equity tool is available to program operators. As in previous years if the 
school district does not charge the required weighted average for school lunch then 
non-Federal funds must make up the difference.  
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School nutrition directors must comply with federal regulations related to resource 
management, procurement, and cost principles regarding allowable costs when 
spending from the nonprofit school food service account. Therefore funds must be 
spent to support the operation and/or improvement of the school meals program and 
that all expenses are allowable. 
This guidance asks specific questions about the operation of the school garden 
program to help determine if food service funds may be used to help support the 
school garden. 
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To finish up today’s webinar, I have a few reminders for you to be aware of. First of all 
since November 15th is a Saturday this year verification will be due on Monday, 
November 17th. Please call Melissa Cook at (208)332-6830 if you have questions about 
this process.  
 
Also, if you have an Administrative Review this year don’t forget to answer the 
questions in the Off-Site assessment portion of the review in MyIdahoCNP. 
 
If you are interested in have a Healthier U.S. School Challenge assessment, contact 
Linda Stevens or Jen Butler at the State Department. 
 
Another housekeeping item is that the Child Nutrition Program at the State agency has 
a new phone system. The automated phone directory will direct to the appropriate 
State agency staff to answer your questions when you call the main line at 208-332-
6820. 
 
MyIdahoCNP will be down December 18th-19th for maintenance. Since the site will be 
moved, you will need to update your web browswer bookmarks when MyIdahoCNP 
goes live again 
 
Lastly, if you are interested in food safety resources, Kansas State University has a 
variety of food safety posters available at this link. 
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Thanks everyone for listening and have a great day! 
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This concludes our webinar for today. Please contact Child Nutrition Programs at 208-
332-6820 if you have any questions regarding the information in this webinar. 
 

Disclaimer: Accuracy of the information shared today is guaranteed only as of the 
recording date.  USDA may issue more guidance or further clarification regarding items 
discussed in today’s webinar. 
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