Annual Plan: Enrollment Counts and User Permissions
Resources for Teachers
Connecting Learning to Life
Annual Plan
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our students are on the path!  States worked with educators, business leaders, and colleges to define the skills needed for students to graduate college and be career-ready. We have shifted our focus to teaching these higher level skills, and regularly check progress to ensure our students are moving toward their learning goals. Now, with the new and better test, we have the information we need to adjust teaching and improve learning, increasing each student’s opportunity to succeed.
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TEACHERS
Finalize enrollment counts, class assignments, and student data reports. Update user permissions for all 
Smarter Balanced
 services
.
STUDENTS
Build on prior knowledge to gain deep understandings of the 
CCSS
 and move forward on the learning progression
.
P
ARENTS
Collaborate with educators to verify the student data reports, as well as availability of learning supports and support services
.
October
: 
Enrollment Counts and User Permissions
)[image: ]
Sample Email Text
To: Staff at Smarter Valley School
From: Principal Stevens
Re: Enrollment Counts and User Permissions for the Smarter Balanced Assessment System
This school year we are moving forward with full implementation of the Smarter Balanced Assessment System, including the Digital Library and interim assessments. This is a flexible online system designed to support you in implementing the Common Core State Standards. To fully participate in the system, please access the system to verify your class roster and to identify the accessibility and accommodations supports that your students will need. In addition, in order for you to access interim assessments and the Digital Library, please make sure to update your user permissions, as needed, in the Single Sign-on system. Our school testing coordinator is able to add permissions to your user sign-on to provide access to all of these services. Please contact him/her if you do not have log-ins or have forgotten how to log into the systems. 
Interim Assessments
There are two types of interim assessments for your use: Interim Block Assessments and Interim Comprehensive Assessments. These two interim assessments have very different purposes. You should choose the interim assessment that will best meet the learning needs of your students. 
Digital Library
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Email to Teachers
We encourage all teachers and administrators to provide comments and ratings on the resources in the Digital Library. This user feedback will be reviewed by the Digital Library Review Board and used to improve the resource collection. In addition, there are collaborations for each resource and on general topics. We encourage you to join a conversation with colleagues across the consortium to share ideas and engage in cross-state collaborations.
Handout for Teachers
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Handout for Teachers

Enrollment Counts and User Permissions: The Smarter Balanced Assessment System is a permission-based system that requires log-ins and user passwords to protect the data privacy of its users—both students and staff. Work with the test coordinator to verify the data for your students and yourself so that you have appropriate access to the interim system with reports, the summative system with reports, and the Digital Library. Between now and December (or when you give the first interim assessment), work with the test coordinator to enter into the system the accessibility and accommodations supports that your students will need. More information about the accessibility and accommodations tools and supports will be featured in December for one final data effort before the summative assessments. 
Interim Assessments: There are two types of interim assessments: Interim Assessment Blocks (IAB) and Interim Comprehensive Assessments (ICA). Interim Assessment Blocks offer the opportunity to check student progress on a defined topic in the curriculum after you have completed instruction. There are 12 to16 items on the IAB to cover the Common Core State Standards in that topic area. You will need to review and hand score the student responses to the constructed response and performance task items and upload the results to the testing system to get a final IAB score. The results from the IAB are presented in three levels to show the general progress of students.
Interim Comprehensive Assessments have the same blueprint as the summative assessment and provide an overview of student understanding on all of the claims in the content area. One suggested use of the ICA is to give the previous grade-level ICA to new students to find out their relative performance on the standards from last year. Another use of the ICA is to track general improvement in understanding and applying the Common Core State Standards during the school year, even though the students may not have covered some of the curriculum. As with the IBA, you will review and hand score student responses to the constructed responses and performance tasks and upload the scores to the testing system to get the final ICA score.
Digital Library: The Digital Library has over 2,500 teacher-developed instructional and professional learning resources from teachers in member states, as well as resources from universities, foundations, state education departments, and school districts. In addition, Smarter Balanced developed 102 interactive instructional modules, assessment literacy modules, and score reporting modules to provide professional learning for teachers and administrators in member states. 
These 15-minute modules feature both animated and live-action videos of classroom learning to demonstrate the formative assessment process in a Common Core State Standards-aligned lesson at specific grade levels. The demonstration lessons emphasize the important shifts in the Common Core.
Resources for Teachers
Smarter Balanced Digital Library[footnoteRef:1] [1:  To access the links for these resources, the user must be logged into the Smarter Balanced Digital Library.] 

· Understanding the Smarter Balanced Interim Assessments
· Understanding the Smarter Balanced Assessment System
Smarter Balanced Website
· Interim Assessment Statement of Purpose (PDF)
· Math Interim Assessment Blocks Blueprint (PDF) (DocX)
· ELA Interim Assessment Blocks Blueprint (PDF) (DocX)
· Digital Library Modules slide deck
· Getting Started in the Digital Library (PPT)
· Finding Resources in the Digital Library (PPT)
· Navigating Resources in the Digital Library (PPT)
· Download the Digital Library Factsheet (PDF)
· Download the Teacher Factsheet (PDF) (DocX)
SmarterApp
· Permissions System User Guide
ELA/Literacy Content Specifications Appendix B
· ELA/Literacy Content Specifications Appendix B: Grade Level Tables for All Claims and Assessment Targets and Item Types (2/4/14 draft PDF)
· ELA Stimulus Specifications (PDF)
· Scoring Guide for ELA Full Writes (PDF)
Mathematics Content Specifications
· Mathematics Content Specifications (6/2013 draft PDF)
· Scoring Guide for Selected Short-Text Mathematics Items (PDF) 
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