Annual Plan: Annual Goals
Resources for Parents
Connecting Learning to Life
Annual Plan
Our students are on the path!  States worked with educators, business leaders, and colleges to define the skills needed for students to graduate college and be career-ready.  We have shifted our focus to teaching these higher level skills, and regularly check progress to ensure our students are moving toward their learning goals.  Now, with the new and better test, we have the information we need to adjust teaching and improve learning, increasing each student’s opportunity to succeed. 
 (
TEACHERS
Collaborate with 
grade-level
 staff and district staff to clarify the 
grade-span
 learning progressions for your classes. Develop language profiles and accessibility and accommodations plans for students assigned to your classes.
STUDENTS
Set personal goals to improve your learning practices and to contribute meaningfully to the school community.  
PARENTS
Collaborate with educators to develop plans to support students by understanding their needs, strengths, and prior knowledge.
 
Participate in setting your student’s annual learning goals.
August
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Annual Goals
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Sample Email Text
To: Parents at Smarter Valley School
From: Principal Stevens
Re: Annual Learning Goals 
Welcome to the new school year! We are looking forward to a positive learning experience for all students this year. The teachers will be developing annual learning goals for each student in their classes, based on the student’s starting place and expected growth on the learning progressions of the Common Core State Standards. To identify your student’s starting place on the Common Core learning progressions, the teachers may review examples of your student’s work from last year as well as your student’s scores on the state tests. 
The Smarter Balanced test results from last spring show a point-in-time status of or progress toward your student’s college readiness, based on your student’s understanding and ability to apply the Common Core State Standards. This information, combined with student progress reports, attendance, disciplinary data, and data on participation in student support programs, community service, and school co-curricular activities, provides a well-rounded picture of your student’s success last year. 
We would like to collaborate with you in developing annual learning goals for your student. We value your knowledge of your student’s interests, language needs, and your feedback on your student’s school experiences. This information is helpful to teachers to build lessons using your student’s prior knowledge and to offer different options and entry points for learning. 
In addition, I have asked your student to think about personal goals to achieve this year in improving his/her learning practices. We value your student as a member of the school community, with strengths and skills that can contribute meaningfully to our learning environment. Please ask your student to share his/her personal goals for improving two learning practices that will improve the student’s readiness for college. 
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Email to Parents
My instructional staff and I look forward to working together with you and your family to foster strong and effective teaching and learning during this school year.
Annual Goals
Annual goals can be used to organize efforts to improve student learning. The Common Core State Standards describe learning practices that students can use to demonstrate that they are ready for college and careers. Lessons provide opportunities for your student to practice these skills. Using the chart below, check the boxes for your student’s current use of these practices, and work with him/her to identify two practices for your student to work on this school year.
	Practice
	Uses Daily
	Uses Occasionally
	Does Not Use

	Demonstrates independence 
	
	
	

	Builds strong content knowledge
	
	
	

	Adapts communication based on audience, task, purpose, and discipline
	
	
	

	Values use of evidence
	
	
	

	Uses technology and digital media strategically and capably
	
	
	

	Understands other perspectives and cultures
	
	
	

	Makes sense of problems and perseveres in solving them
	
	
	

	Uses abstract and quantitative reasoning
	
	
	

	Constructs viable arguments and critiques the reasoning of others
	
	
	

	Models with mathematics
	
	
	

	Uses appropriate tools strategically
	
	
	

	Attends to precision
	
	
	

	Looks for and makes use of structure
	
	
	

	Looks for and expresses regularity in repeated reasoning
	
	
	


In addition to these practices, please list areas of interest for your student.
How would you describe your student’s ability to speak, read, and write in English? 
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Handout for Parents
What other language(s) does your student use to speak, read, and write?
Resources for Parents
Video: Common Core Standards Website
· http://www.corestandards.org/other-resources/
Descriptions of College-Ready Practices: ELA/Literacy
· http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/introduction/students-who-are-college-and-career-ready-in-reading-writing-speaking-listening-language/
Descriptions of College-Ready Practices: Mathematics
· http://www.corestandards.org/Math/Practice/
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