Idaho Reading Indicator &
Literacy Intervention
FAQ

Idaho Reading Indicator (IRI)

What is the IRI?

In continuing recognition of the critical importance of reading skills, House Bill 526, Section 33-

1615 requires that all public school students in kindergarten and grades 1, 2, and 3 shall have their reading
skills assessed . . . The assessment shall be by a single statewide test specified by the State Board of
Education, the State Department of Education shall ensure that testing shall take place not less than two
(2) times per year in the relevant grades. Additional assessments may be administered to students who are
identified for reading interventions as set forth in section 33-1616, Idaho Code. The state k-3 assessment
test results shall be reviewed by school personnel for the purpose of providing necessary interventions to
sustain or improve the students’ reading skills.

Who takes the IRI?

Idaho House Bill 526 mandates that all public K-3 students take the IRI assessment.

When is the IRl administered?

The IRl is mandated to be administered twice a year; once in the Fall and once in the Spring. School
Districts/schools have the discretion to administer a Winter IRl Assessment; however, this assessment is
optional.

Why is the IRl is administered

The IRl results shall be reviewed by school personnel for the purpose of providing necessary interventions
to sustain or improve a student’s reading skills. It is important to remember that the IRl is not intended to
be a complete diagnostic reading test; rather, the IRl should be used to identify students in a classroom
who may have additional needs in the area of reading. These students may then receive additional testing
using other locally-chosen instruments.

The Idaho State Department of Education will provide school districts with the funding for early reading
intervention programs for those students deemed “at risk”.

To review the entire statute, please review House Bill 526, Section 33- 1615 and 33-1616.

Idaho Reading Indicator Unique Benchmark Probes

In 2009, SDE purchased unique benchmark probes for the k-3 assessment from AIMSweb®. Statue
mandates the security of the IRl probes and must remain out of sight from the public. Classroom teachers
may review the assessment after the test has been given. Classroom Teachers must give the assessment
back to the school or district testing coordinator for proper disposal or to include in the students
cumulative file. All IRl benchmark probes are the intellectual property of the Idaho State Department
Education.


https://www.legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2016/H0526.pdf
https://www.legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2016/H0526.pdf

What is my student tested on?

Kindergarten 2" Grade
Fall Fall
e Letter Naming Fluency (Predictor) * Reading CBM (Predictor)
e Letter Sound Fluency (Baseline) Spring
Spring e Reading CBM (Predictor)
e Letter Sound Fluency (Predictor) 3" Grade
o Letter Naming Fluency (Baseline) Fall
1* Grade e Reading CBM (Predictor)
Fall Spring
e Letter Sound Fluency (Predictor) * Reading CBM (Predictor)
* Reading CBM (Baseline) Note: Winter is optional. Districts can use any progress
Spring monitoring probes or they can use the SDE probes as long as they
* Reading CBM (Predictor) remain secure and classroom teachers do not give the
e Letter Sound Fluency (Baseline) assessment.

Does a student stop or continue reading if they have finished the passage before the

allotted time?
Student will stop and you will record the correct number of words read correct or record the most possible
points for that subtest.

R-CBM Discontinue Rule

If the passage is so hard that the student reads fewer than 10 words correctly in 1 minute, do not
administer any other passages; use the score from the passage(s) already administered.

Determining Screening Score When a Median Score Cannot be Obtained.
If screening results in fewer than three scores, rendering no median score (due to the Discontinue Rule or a
spoiled administration), you have two options:
1. If the student completed two administrations, use the average of the words read correctly and the
average of the number of errors to determine the total words read score.
2. If the student completed only one administration, report the scores from that administration.

Who tests the students on the IRI?

Each district should hire or seek a volunteer to (remember this person can NOT be a classroom teacher)
proctor the assessment. Districts are responsible to ensure each proctor has been trained in giving the IRI
and has signed the Assessment Confidentiality Agreement.



http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/iri/files/coordinators/forms/Idaho-Assessment-Confidentiality-Agreement.pdf

How are IRl scores sent to the State?

Districts have one option:

1. In order to be provisioned for your school or district you will need to contact your District ISEE
Administrator Tool User. This could be the district technical information officer, superintendent, or
testing coordinator. For more information on getting logged in or provisions you can see the power
points available on the ISEE website or IRl website. You can also contact SDE support at
support@sde.idaho.gov.

Through an ISEE Upload using the Test Template, click here to access the IRl website/IRI

Coordinators/Forms and Templates to download the Example IRI ISEE Upload Test Template. For

assistance, please contact your ISEE Administrator, SDE Support, support@sde.idaho.gov, or Heidi Arrate

at harrate@sde.idaho.gov .

How will | get reports and graphs for IRI?

All reports and graphs will be available within the new IRl Web Application. Those provisioned will have
access to the following reports:

e Staging Report — used to verify data once data has been entered and before the data goes public.

¢ IRl Results — report by individual student. Available once data has been published publically.

e IRl Public Reports — available at state, district, or school level for public review.

¢ |RI District Results By Year — used to review the number % at each skill level from year to year.

e Student Results Chart — individual student chart by year and testing term (fall and/or spring).

e District Results Chart — chart by year and testing term (fall and/or spring).

e Skill Pie Chart — Pie Chart by school, grade, and/or district skill levels (Below Basic, Basic, Advanced).

e Single Student Results — Find newly transferred students’ scores from year to year.

Public Reports are available on the IRl website.
e Current IRl Results (2012 — current)
e Archived IRl Results (2001 — 2011)



http://sde.idaho.gov/tech-services/isee/index.html
http://sde.idaho.gov/tech-services/shared/2016-2017-Assignment-Credential-Manual.pdf
mailto:support@sde.idaho.gov
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/iri/
mailto:support@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:harrate@sde.idaho.gov
https://apps.sde.idaho.gov/IRI/PublicReports/PublicReport.aspx
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/ipd/iri/IriAnalysis.asp

Idaho Literacy Intervention

Idaho Literacy Intervention Program
House Bill 526, §33-1615 & §33-1615: requires that all public school students in kindergarten and grades 1, 2, and 3
shall have their reading skills assessed ... The assessment shall be by a single statewide test specified by the State

Board of Education, the State Department of Education shall ensure that testing shall take place not less than two (2)
times per year in the relevant grades. Additional assessments may be administered to students who are identified for
reading interventions as set forth in section 33-1616, Idaho Code. The state k-3 assessment test results shall be
reviewed by school personnel for the purpose of providing necessary interventions to sustain or improve the

students’ reading skills.

How much funding is provided to the districts for this required program?

House Bill 526, 33-1002, line 32 paragraph (t): An amount specified in the public schools educational support
program appropriation bill for literacy intervention pursuant to section 33-1616, Idaho Code, the disbursements
made to the school districts and public charter schools in the aggregate shall not exceed the total amount
appropriated for this purpose and shall be based on the actual costs of such intervention programs. School districts
and public charter schools shall be reimbursed in full or in pro rata based on the average number of student in
kindergarten through grade 3 who score basic or below basic on the fall statewide reading assessment in the prior

three (3) years.

Is additional funding available for bussing students to and from the intervention program?

Of the funds appropriated, no more than one hundred dollars ($100) per student may be used for transportation
costs.

How long must the interventions be?

e A minimum of sixty (60) hours of supplemental instruction for students in kindergarten through
grade 3 who score below basic on the reading screening assessment

e A minimum of thirty (30) hours of supplemental instruction for students in kindergarten through
grade 3 who score basic on the reading screening assessment

Is it necessary to provide Extended Reading Intervention only during the summer?

Schools may opt to provide the Literacy Intervention before and/or after school, on weekends, during summer or
intercession breaks, and/or during the regular school day.

NOTE: Intervention during the regular school day is only approved for those schools whose normal instructional
hours exceed the state minimum. For these programs, it must be documented in the program application that
instructional hours exceed the state required regular hours of instruction (450 for kindergarten; 810 for grades 1-3).
Intervention must supplement, rather than supplant regular reading instruction received during the school day.

How much time does it take to Progress Monitor?

The probes for K-3 take 1 minute each. Some children may be progress monitored in more than one area.



Where can | get progress monitoring probes?

Districts can utilize the following sites to progress monitor:
e National Center on Student Progress Monitoring
e easyCBM
e Intervention Central
e Reading Resource - DIBELS

e National RTI Website

Who can Progress Monitor?

Persons that have been adequately trained in Progress Monitoring.

How do schools determine which kindergarten through third-grade students are eligible
to participate in the Literacy Intervention Program?

In order to determine eligibility of students for the Literacy Intervention Program, the SDE requires districts
to use all of the following criteria:

a. Score below basic or basic on the fall reading screening assessment (Idaho Reading Indicator)

b. Signed parent permission form

Is it necessary for all students who score below basic or basic on the fall or spring Idaho
Reading Indicator to be Progress Monitored?

Yes. It is strongly recommended that schools provide further diagnostic and survey level assessments to
determine the rate at which students should receive intervention and be progress monitored. Scoring
below basic or basic is an indicator this child’s reading growth should be monitored. If a parent opts not to
allow the child to attend intervention outside of the school day or school year, that child should still be
progress monitored.

Why is it necessary to Progress Monitor in addition to the Idaho Reading Indicator?

The Idaho Reading Indicator is simply an “indicator” of a student’s reading ability. Progress Monitoring
allows documentation of the effect of the instruction or intervention, so instructional decisions can be
made about the student’s response to intervention.

What is the state required number of instructional hours?

Each local school district sets the instructional hours for their students, using the state required minimum
as a “base”. The state’s required minimum hours of instruction per school year are:
Kindergarten: 450 hours Grades 1-3: 810 hours

Must charter schools provide reading intervention for their kindergarten through third-
grade students scoring below basic or basic on the IRI?

Yes. All public schools and/or charter schools must provide a reading intervention program for qualified
students.

When are the Literacy Plans due to the State Board of Education?

October 1%


http://www.studentprogress.org/default.asp
http://www.easycbm.com/
http://www.interventioncentral.org/
http://www.readingresource.net/dibels.html
http://www.rti4success.org/progressMonitoringTools

Must schools provide the Literacy Intervention to Title I, Migrant, Limited English

Proficient, and Special Education students who score below basic or basic on the fall IRI?

Yes. All students who score below basic or basic on the fall IRl and meet the criteria are entitled to receive
the Literacy Intervention provided with state funds.

Schools must also offer intervention to all Special Education students who participate in reading instruction
during the regular school year and who score below basic or basic on the IRI. A student’s Individual
Education Plan team must determine whether the school’s state-funded Literacy Intervention Program is
appropriate for such students, or if instructional modifications and/or supports are needed to meet the
student’s individual needs. Districts are not required to offer the Literacy Intervention to Special Education
students who do not participate in reading instruction during the regular school year. Such students are
those who are exempt from taking the regular IRI, since they qualify for an alternate assessment.

Note: A student’s eligibility for participation in the Literacy Intervention does not establish eligibility for
Extended School Year (ESY) services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The
Literacy Intervention would also typically not satisfy a district’s obligation to provide ESY under the IDEA.
Please refer the Special Education Manual for further information.



http://www.sde.idaho.gov/sped/shared/2016-Special-Education-Manual.pdf

Acronyms

EDUID | Education Unique Identification - 9 digit number that is uniquely assigned to each student and
person working within the educational system. Typically, the issuance of an EDUID is when the
student enrolls, which would precede any ISEE upload. The EDUID is pivotal in aligning records
together: IRI Scores, Student demographics, etc. The whole notion of the digital backpack is tied
together with the EDUID.

LI Literacy Intervention

IEP Individual Education Plan

IRI Idaho Reading Indicator
IRI Alt. | Idaho Reading Indicator Alternative Assessment

LEA | Local Education Agency. Typically used to describe a school/district

LMS | Learning Management System

RTI Response to Intervention
Contacts and Links
Heidi Arrate, Assessment Coordinator Idaho Reading Indicator site

Email: harrate@sde.idaho.gov

ISEE site
SDE Support
Email: support@sde.idaho.gov



mailto:harrate@sde.idaho.gov
mailto:support@sde.idaho.gov
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/iri/
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/isee/

