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• Coherence
Test reflects the standards
Parts of the system are complimentary

• Continuity
Pieces of the System Have Alignment

• Comprehensiveness
Breadth and Depth of  Resources to 
inform teaching and learning

Systems Approach
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We covered the how, what, and why of 
teachers having access to  the Online 

Reporting System.

Last week a webinar was provided that 
reviewed a more in-depth understanding of 

the reporting categories, Assessment 
Claims and Targets..

Previously…



This is where change happens



Use student data to 
plan forward ! 

Make changes to 
instruction & impact 
learning while there is 
still time to change the 
outcome

Digital Library 
Interim Assessments

Summative 
Assessments
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Use of data for teaching 
and learning
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Overall Premise

We must ask for the same evidence in 
the classroom as is called for by the 

standards and hence the assessment

Learning Target



TODAY
How is Claim and Target 

information, together with 
teaching resources, 

helpful to actual 
instruction?
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Support Materials

Content Specifications 
Documents

Item Specifications 
Documents

Cognitive Rigor Matrix

Digital Library

Interim Assessments
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From Claim and Target data a teacher 
may want to:

• Look at class as a whole for “RTI” groupings; verify with other 
data; create additional rosters within a class

• Use this data as a screener/ starting place to dig deeper into a 
specific area; to identify “risk” 
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Trend 
Report

35 point gain 
from February 

to May
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Summative 
Assessment Target 
Report
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From Claim and Target data a teacher 
may want to:

• Use the Content Specifications to further understand Claim 
content and the evidence needed to show mastery.

• Use specific Item Specifications documents to view the standards, 
vocabulary, and task models associated with various assessment 
targets. (These are now on the SDE website) 

• Use the Cognitive Rigor Matrix to make sure evidence is 
gathered at the correct Depth of Knowledge

• Follow up with activities from the Digital Library



http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter‐balanced‐assessments/
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The Test Reflects the Standards

Content Specifications Documents 
create a bridge between standards, 
assessment, and instruction

Item/Task Specifications 
Documents translate the Content 
Specs into actual parameters for the 
writing of items that then provide 
evidence of learning
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ELA 
Content 
Specifications
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Mathematics
Content 
Specifications



Score Reports 
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Grade 5, Math
Summative Target Report
Example 3
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GOAL: Elicit in the 
classroom, the same 
evidence called for in the 
standards

Item Specifications 
Document –
5th Grade, Target K, 
Geometry

Implications 
for 
instruction
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GOAL: Elicit in the classroom, 
the same evidence called for
in the standards

Item Specifications 
Document – 5th Grade, 
Target K
Geometry 

Implications for 
instruction
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GOAL: Elicit in the 
classroom, the same 
evidence called for
in the standards

Item Specifications 
Document – 5th Grade, 
Target K
Geometry 

Implications 
for 
instruction
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Digital Library 
5th Grade Math 
5.G.B
Claim 1
Target K
Instructional Resource
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Cognitive 
Rigor 
Matrix

Implications 
for 
instruction
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Mathematics:
Assessment  targets are standards 
cluster headings

ELA/Literacy: 
Assessment targets are anchor 
standards headings
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Claim 
Report

Data 
indicates the 
need for 
differentiated 
instruction…
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From Claim and Target data a teacher 
may want to:

• Use this data to decide on Interim Assessment 
Blocks to be given

• Make decisions about spending more or less time 
on certain blocks of standards



Score Reports 
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Grade 4, Math
Summative 
Target Report
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Interim Block 
Assessments
Grade 4
Mathematics
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Claim 
Report

Data 
indicates the 
need for 
differentiated 
instruction…
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From here this teacher may want to:

• Assign interim assessment blocks before or after 
teaching certain groups of standards
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What this teacher might see from an 
Interim Assessment Block report…



Decisions to be made
• Interim Item Blocks or Comprehensive?
• Which blocks will be given?

o Use grade level below for “pre-test”

• When will block or ICA testing occur?
• Test all or some students? 

o Just those at risk? 

• Test at, above or below grade level?
o Higher students take grade-level block assessment as pretest?
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You should now understand…

1. Claim and Target Report data can be 
further understood in the Content and 
Item Specifications Documents

2. The Digital Library is a source of 
activities that explicitly teach to certain 
standards and improve assessment 
literacy

3. The Interim Assessments can provide 
additional information to guide 
instruction.
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Overall Premise

We must ask for the same evidence in 
the classroom as is called for by the 

standards and hence the assessment

Learning Target
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Parting thoughts

1. System of assessment – Use the 
system, not just data from one piece

2. Shifts in standards     shifts in 
assessment

3. Application of knowledge and skills 
is about 50% of the standard and 
hence the assessment
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Locations for resources referred to in this 
webinar

Content Specifications are here
SDE ISAT main page:  http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/ISAT/

Item/Task Specifications:  
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/item_specifications.htm

Sample Items  by Claim and Cognitive Rigor Matrix 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/claims.htm

Digital Library
www.smarterbalancedlibrary.org

ISAT Portal    idaho.portal.airast.org



Upcoming webinars in 
this series

The Digital Library:  Getting 
Resources in the Hands of 

Teachers, Dec. 3 
3:00 PM

All You Need to Know About the 
Interim Assessments
Friday, December 11

10:00 AM
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System Coordinator
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