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Last Webinar… 

Getting ISAT data in the hands of 

teachers 

 

• How teachers access data 

• Why teachers should access data 

• What data teachers will access 



• They want to know!   

• Look at classroom as a whole.. 

• Use data for teaching and learning  

• Make comparisons between school, district 
and state averages 

• Look for consistencies and inconsistencies 
with other data sources 

• See trends 
  

Why should (all) teachers 
have access to ISAT data? 



This is where change happens 
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TEXT 

OVERVIEW 
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• Coherence 

 Test reflects the standards 

 Parts of the system compliment each 

 other 

• Continuity 
 Pieces of the System Have Alignment 

• Comprehensiveness 

 Breadth and Depth of  Resources 

System Approach 



Use student data to 

plan forward !  

 

Make changes to 

instruction & impact 

learning while there is 

still time to change the 

outcome 

    Digital Library  

    Interim Assessments 

 

Summative 

Assessments 
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Use of data for teaching 

and learning 



TODAY 
Part I: What are Claims 

and Targets 

 

Part II: How can Claim and 

Target information be 
helpful in moving learning 

forward 
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ONLINE 

REPORTING SYSTEM 
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SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE 



SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE 

2567 
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Trend 

Report 

 
35 point gain 

from February  

to May 
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Summative 
Assessment Target 
Report 



PUBLIC SCHOOLS BUDGET 

What are Claims and Assessment Targets? 
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Evidence Centered Design 

Observation 
 A set of specifications 
for assessment tasks 

that will elicit 
responses from 

students 

Cognition 
Beliefs about how 
humans represent 
information and 

develop competence 

Interpretation 
Methods and tools used 

to make sense of the 
assessment evidence 

The Assessment Triangle (NRC, Knowing What Students Know, 2001)  
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Evidence Centered Design 

Assessment 
Targets 

Claims  
And Rationale 

Achievement 
Level 

Descriptors 

The Assessment Triangle (NRC, 2001)  
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Claims  

broad statements of the assessment 
system‘s learning outcomes, each of which 
requires evidence  
 

Assessment Targets = Evidence  

Targets articulate the types of 
data/observations that will support 
interpretations of competence towards 
achievement of the claims. 
 

Interpretations are spelled out in the Achievement 
Level Descriptors.  

Conceptual Framework 
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Conceptual Framework 

We claim the following (Claim language)  

is true if we see the following evidence 
(Assessment Target language)  

at a certain level of proficiency. 
(Achievement Level Descriptors)  

  



  http://www.smarterbalanced.org/smarter-balanced-assessments/ 
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The Test Reflects the Standards 

Content Specifications Document 

creates a bridge between standards, 

assessment, and instruction 

 

Item/Task Specifications 

Document translates the Content 

Specs into actual parameters for the 

writing of items that then provide 

evidence of learning 

 



ELA/Literacy Claims 

Claim #1   

 

Reading 

“Students can read closely and analytically to comprehend a 

range of increasingly complex literary and informational 

texts.” 

Claim #2   

 

Writing  

“Students can produce effective and well-grounded writing 

for a range of purposes and audiences.”  

Claim #3   

 

Listening  

“Students can employ effective listening skills for a range of 

purposes and audiences.”   

Claim #4 

 

Research / Inquiry  

 “Students can engage in research and inquiry to investigate 

topics, and to analyze, integrate, and present information.”  



Math Claims          Content Specifications, p. 25 

Claim 

#1 

Concepts & Procedures  

“Students can explain and apply mathematical concepts and 

interpret and carry out mathematical procedures with 

precision and fluency.” 

Claim 

#2 

Problem Solving 

“Students can solve a range of complex well-posed 

problems in pure and applied mathematics, making 

productive use of knowledge and problem solving 

strategies.” 

Claim 

#3 

Modeling and Data Analysis 

“Students can analyze complex, real-world scenarios and 

can construct and use mathematical models to interpret 

and solve problems.” 

 

Claim 

#4 

 

Communicating Reasoning 

“Students can clearly and precisely construct viable 

arguments to support their own reasoning and to critique 

the reasoning of others.” 
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Claims, Content Categories, 

Assessment Targets, and Standards 
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Claim 1, Grade 3 

Claim 1:  
Concepts & 
Procedures 

Operations & 
Algebraic 
Thinking 

Target D:  Solve problems 
involving the four operations, 

and identify and explain patterns 
in arithmetic 

3.OA.8 

Number & 
Operations - 

Base Ten 

Target E:  Use place value 
understanding and properties of 
operations to perform multi-digit 

arithmetic. 

3.NBT.1 

3.NBT.2 

3.NBT.3 



Relationship between the Core Standards & the Content Specifications 

     CCSS, p. 23     Content Specs, p. 30 

Domain = Content 
Category 

Cluster Heading 1 
= Target A Standards = 

Evidence 

Cluster Heading 2 
= Target B 
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ELA  

Content  

Specifications 
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Mathematics:  

Assessment  targets are standards 
cluster headings 
 

 ELA/Literacy:  
Assessment targets are anchor 
standards headings 
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Staff Activity: Math Claims Jigsaw 
Staff will work in small groups to read  

the content of the math Claims.  

 
1. Pass out individual copies of the math claims.          

Each table gets the same claim. Different tables read 
about different claims. 

2. Have participants highlight important words and 

phrases that have implications for teaching and 
learning. Share those among your group. 

3. One spokesperson from each group to summarize the 
content of your group’s claim for the other groups. 

 

 

This activity uses the Content Specifications Document for Math 



Check for 
Understanding 



PUBLIC SCHOOLS BUDGET 

How can Claim and Target information  

be helpful in  

moving learning forward? 
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From Claim and Target data a teacher 
may want to: 

• Look at class as a whole for “RTI” groupings; verify with 
other data; create additional rosters 

• Use specific Item Specifications documents to view the 
standards, vocabulary, and task models associated with 
various assessment targets 

• Use this data as a screener/ starting place to dig deeper 
into a specific area; to identify “risk”  

• Use this data to decide on Interim Assessment Blocks to be 
given  

• Make decisions about spending more or less time on certain 
blocks of standards 
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Claim 
Report 
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From here this teacher may want to: 

• Assign interim assessment blocks before or after 
teaching certain groups of standards 
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What this teacher might see from an 
Interim Assessment Block report… 
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From the individual student report, this teacher takes a 
look at one of her lowest student’s claim scores… she will 
need to make sure this student gets focused intervention. 
 
Make sure that (all) students are asked for the same 
type of evidence on a day to day basis 
 
Check to see that the needed accessibility supports are 
available to this student  
 
Assist the student with using the interface and tools for 
test taking 
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You should now understand… 

 
1. Claims and Targets in relation to our 

ISAT reporting system 

2. Claims and Targets relationship to 
standards 

3. Ways in which data from Claims 
and Targets can be useful to 

teachers 
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Parting thoughts 

 
1. System of assessment  

2. Shifts in standards     shifts in 

assessment 
3. Application of knowledge and 

skills is about 50% of the 
assessment 

 
 



Upcoming webinars in 
this series 

 
 

Using data from ISAT and Interim 
reports to inform teaching and 

learning, Nov. 23 3:00PM 
 

The Digital Library:  Getting resources 
in the hands of teachers, Dec. 3 

10:00AM   
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Nancy Thomas Price          
208-332-6988          

nthomasprice@sde.idaho.gov 
 

Comprehensive Assessment 
System Coordinator 
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