[bookmark: _GoBack]Microsoft Imagine Academy courses and certifications will be offered at _____(school/district)____, beginning ____(date – now or some future date)____.
Open to students in grades 9-12, the free Academy courses offer a wide variety of on-line information technology education and certifications in software programs such as Word and Excel for Office 2010 or 2013, which are increasingly in demand by employers and which help students prepare for college and careers. 
The Microsoft Imagine Academy package not only teaches Word and Excel, but also offers instruction in PowerPoint, SharePoint, OneNote, Access, Outlook and Office 365, as well as optional technical courses. For students looking to build a resume, certifications that demonstrate knowledge or mastery of those programs are looked upon favorably by many employers, according to officials at the Idaho State Department of Education, which provides overall administration of the new Academy program.
“This gives the students who sign up for these programs a road map to technological proficiency, which is vitally important in today’s world,” said _____(name of district/school official)____, ______(title)_________ of the ________(district/school)_______, which elected to participate in the Academy program. “We are committed to providing our students with the most up-to-date skills so they can pursue their dreams of going on to higher education or other careers and thereby securing jobs that contribute significantly to the statewide economy and their communities.”
Microsoft Imagine Academy courses are available to students in grades 9-12 as a result of special funding provided by the Idaho legislature for this year. In part, the legislature sought to improve the job skills and employability of the state’s young men and women preparing to enter the labor force or going on to college or other post-secondary education. 
“The Microsoft Imagine Academy programs help bridge the worlds of education and career,” Superintendent of Public Instruction Sherri Ybarra said. “Idaho’s schools are focused not only on supporting kids to achieve, but giving them the tools to succeed in life, and this is one of the paths we can use to do that.”
Repeated studies have shown that employers are increasingly demanding the skills taught through the Academy as a prerequisite condition to being hired. 
“Academy skills give students a competitive edge among job seekers and helps set them up for future success,” ____(last name of district/school official named above)____ said.
In addition, skill in Office 2010 or 2013 software helps give students moving on to post-secondary education an advantage in completing papers or other coursework, which often require or assume knowledge of those programs. In fact, certification in all of the possible Academy coursework could result in the equivalent of up to 25 credits in college computer application classes.
The hands-on study courses in those fundamental technology skills allow students to work on-line at their own pace. When they are comfortable they have mastered a specific level, they test to earn certifications, beginning with specialist and advancing to expert and master levels for the various programs available in Office 2010 and Office 2013. 
Students who pass a certification exam are entered in a Microsoft Championship competition that could result in scholarships of anywhere from $1,000 to $5,000. The best scores in the state at the end of the school year will advance to a national competition where students demonstrate their skills in the programs. The winners there advance to a world-wide Microsoft Championship competition. To participate, a student must submit a passing score on any of the certification exams for: Microsoft Office Specialist – Word 2010; Microsoft Office Specialist – Excel 2010; Microsoft Office Specialist – PowerPoint 2010; Microsoft Office Specialist – Word 2013; Microsoft Office Specialist – Excel 2013, or Microsoft Office Specialist – PowerPoint 2013.
For more information about the Microsoft Imagine Academy programs in the ___(district/school)___, contact: __________(list contact names and phone numbers/e-mail addresses)__________.
In addition, more information about the program can be found at the State Department of Education website at www.sde.idaho.gov or the department’s Microsoft Imagine Academy page at  http://www.sde.idaho.gov/academic/instructional-tech/microsoft.html. Additional details about the coursework are available at the Microsoft website: http://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/it-academy.

