
JSD 251 Seal of Biliteracy 

Administrative Guide 

PURPOSE:  

 

A Seal of Biliteracy is an award that recognizes a student´s academic proficiency in two languages (English and a second language). By 

meeting set standards of performance in each language, a student shows their ability to comprehend, speak, read, and write in two 

languages. 

 

This Seal of Biliteracy approach to learning languages prepares students to be college and career ready and builds state and national 

language capacity to improve economic competitiveness and strengthen national defense strategies. Equally, it answers the growing need 

for the critical skills of language and cultural competencies for relationship building—a keystone for success in global business and 

diverse social environments 

 

The Seal of Biliteracy may be awarded and added to high school diplomas and transcripts under the following IDAPA guidance: 

 

08.02.03.007.20 

Diploma. A document awarded to a student by a secondary school to show the student has successfully completed the state and local 

education agency graduation requirements. Diplomas may be awarded to individuals who attended a secondary school prior to the year in 

which the student is requesting issuance of a diploma based on the graduation requirements in existence at the time the student attended. 

Determination of meeting past graduation requirements may be determined based on proficiency as determined by the local education 

agency. Each local education agency may determine the format of the diploma, including the recognition of emphasis areas based on a 

student´s completion of courses or studies in an emphasis area or educational pathway, including but not limited to science, technology, 

engineering, and math (STEM), career technical education, or arts and music. (3-28-18). 

 

  

IMPLEMENTING THE SEAL OF BILITERACY:  

 

 

The following flowchart provides a guide to awarding the Seal of Biliteracy. 

 
 

 



DETERMINING ELIGIBILITY:  

 

In order to receive the Seal of Biliteracy, students are required to provide evidence of language proficiency in both English and a 

World Language through the approved assessments listed below.  

 

1. To demonstrate English Language proficiency students must meet ONE of the following:    

 

2. To demonstrate World Language proficiency students must meet ONE of the following:  

 

*A “world language" means any language other than English, including: American Sign Language; a classical language (i.e. Latin); or an 

indigenous language (i.e. Navajo and Ute). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STUDENT APPLICATION 

 

Students must take the initiative to apply for the Seal of Biliteracy. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

*GOLD AND PLATINUM DISTINCTIONS:  
 

Within the Seal of Biliteracy, there are two separate levels of proficiency recognition. These are:  

 

1. Gold Seal 

2. Platinum Seal  

 

The student does not apply for the different levels. They apply for the minimum standards to receive the seal. Which seal level qualify 

for is determined by administration. Guidance on which seal to issue is found in the above flow chart. 

 




