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To: Idaho School Superintendents
From: C. Kelly Pearce, Administrator
Re: Infection Prevention

The Division of Building Safety (DBS) has been advised that ozone generators are currently
being marketed to school athletic departments in Idaho under the premise that such
equipment represents a suitable alternative to current surface disinfecting procedures used to
address transmission of methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) in weight rooms,
locker rooms and wrestling areas.

While gaseous ozone has long been used with good results as a deodorizing agent, its efficacy
as a surface disinfecting agent in school environments under manufacturer-recommended
protocols is highly suspect. It is not on the EPA’s list of Registered Products Effective against
MRSA. There are currently no clinical trials or studies to indicate that the use of ozone
generators would be effective in controlling the transmission of MRSA.

Preventing MRSA transmission in the school community should focus on basic infection control
considerations. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends the
following procedures:

e Emphasize good hand hygiene for all, and ensure access to equipment, supplies, and
opportunities for hand hygiene.

e Cover all skin lesions and wounds with clean dry bandages until healed.

e Maintain a clean environment by establishing daily cleaning procedures for frequently
touched surfaces and surfaces that come into direct contact with people’s skin.

e Routine housekeeping procedures (using a freshly prepared solution of commercially
available cleaner such as detergent, disinfectant-detergent, or chemical germicide) are
adequate for clean-up of spills of vomitus, urine, and feces.

e |[f cleanup involves fluid from wounds, blood, or fluids containing blood, the area should
also be disinfected using a freshly prepared bleach solution. Solid and liquid materials
should be cleaned from the surface prior to disinfection.

(More)



e A bleach solution made fresh from one part household bleach to nine parts clean water
is adequate for disinfection of clean (i.e. solid or other material removed) surfaces.

Additional information about potential hazards associated with ozone generators, including
resources for making fresh bleach solution and using it safely for cleaning and disinfection

purposes can be found at the following websites:

http://www.cdc.gov/mrsa/community/team-hc-providers/advice-for-athletes.html

http://emergency.cdc.gov/disasters/pdf/flyer-clean-with-bleach.pdf

http://www.epa.gov/indoor-air-quality-iaq/ozone-generators-are-sold-air-cleaners

Please share this information with your athletic instructors and maintenance personnel.

And thanks for all you do to keep our schools safe.
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