Educator Ethics in a Digital World

Taylor Raney

ldaho Director of Certification and
Professional Standards



Where’s the line?

Nice work on that test.

You look very nice today.

Nice shirt.

That shirt really brings out your eyes.
That shirt really brings out your. ..

| had a dream we were in bed together last night
with my wife.

“I had a dream we were in bed together last night
with my wife.”




Overview of Presentation

Professional Standards Commission
Types/examples of digital media

Surprising teen behavior

Mitigation

Model policy: Employee Use of Social Media
Technology and Electronic Communication
Examples that are public record



We don’t lock our doors at night
because we don’t trust all of our
neighbors.



Simplified PSC Procedures for Alleged
Ethical Violations

(certification vs. employment)

Complaint received

PSC staff and Deputy Attorney General meet
PSC Executive Committee meets

— Reviews complaint, recommends action

Respondent agrees to it?

— Done

Respondent doesn’t agree to it?
— Hearing

Final orders are public



2013-14 Summary of Cases

e 52 considered
— 6 revocations
— 6 indefinite suspensions with conditions

— Other less dramatic outcomes (letter of
reprimand, no action .. .)

e Types of cases lately
— Contract violations
— Inappropriate contact with students
— Digital media interactions with students



Digital Communications

Pinterest
Instagram
Meetup
MeetMe
Classmates
Multiply
VK

Vine
Tagged
SkyRock

Bebo
Friendster
Hi5

Habbo

Ning
myYearbook
Flixster
Orkut
Badoo

Gaia Online



Multiply

e 17. Multiply: Multiply is a vibrant social
shopping destination, but faster and more
convenient, where sellers and buyers interact.
A user's network is made up of their direct
contacts, as well as others who are closely
connected to them through their first-degree
relationships. Users are also encouraged to
specify the nature of their relationship with
one another, making it possible to share
content based on relationship.




McAfee*: 70% of teens hide their

online behavior from their parents

Clearing the browser history (53%)

Close/minimize browser when parent walked in (46%)
Hide or delete IMs or videos (34%)

Lie or omit details about online activities (23%)

Use a computer your parents don’t check (23%)

Use an internet-enabled mobile device (21%)

Use privacy settings to make certain content viewable
only by friends (20%)

Use private browsing modes (20%)
Create private email address unknown to parents (15%)
Create duplicate/fake social network profiles (9%)

*McAfee: security technology company



Surprising (to me) Online Behavior

 Teens don’t think online friends are strangers.
e Teens stalk rather than share (so do adults)

— Seek to demystify the unknown
— Lines get blurred . ..

e Some parents don’t try to mitigate online
behavior because they’ve given up or don’t
know where to begin.



Mitigation

e Tell students to speak with a trusted adult
— Be specific about online interactions.

— Be specific about reporting interactions that occur
outside of the classroom or school day.

— Tell them they’ll be treated with care and remain
anonymous.

— Tell them again. Have your principal tell them. Have
your superintendent tell them. Have your counselor
tell them. Tell them again. And again. And again.

e Set procedures to protect students
— A policy isn’t a bad idea.



Lake Pend Oreille School District Policy

 Necessity is the mother of invention.

— Proactive vs. Reactive
e Policies don’t always curtail behavior.

 Not intended to work as written in every
school district

e |s intended for the protection of all involved
 Worth considering for leadership expectations



LPOSD Policy Particulars

— Forums must be approved.

— Contact must be through district email, telephone,
or approved forum.

e Unless acting as a parent

— Extracurricular activities: communication must be
with the whole team, cast, etc. unless the parent
is directly linked in to the communication.

— Parents and supervisors must be granted access.
— Access may only be gained with permission.
— Regular monitoring required



Slippery Slope



Examples



