Annual Plan: Planning for Next Year
Resources for Parents
Connecting Learning to Life
Annual Plan
Our students are on the path!  States worked with educators, business leaders, and colleges to define the skills needed for students to graduate college and be career-ready.  We have shifted our focus to teaching these higher level skills, and regularly check progress to ensure our students are moving toward their learning goals.  Now, with the new and better test, we have the information we need to adjust teaching and improve learning, increasing each student’s opportunity to succeed. 
 (
TEACHERS
Use data to describe the performance of all students and student subgroups. 
Use an inquiry process to discuss strengths and challenge areas for 
grade-level
 planning next year.
STUDENTS
Think about your progress last school year and the subjects in which you learned the most. Look at the individual score report for information about your strengths and challenge areas
 in English/language arts 
and mathematics
.
PARENTS
Discuss the individual student report with your student and school staff. Ask questions about the resources available next year to support your student
’s 
strengths and challenge areas
.
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Sample Email Text
To: Parents at Smarter Valley School
From: Trish Stevens, Teacher
Re: Planning for Next Year
Thank you for supporting your student’s efforts in my class and collaborating with me to help your student understand and apply the Common Core State Standards so that he/she is college and career ready when he/she graduates from high school. I encourage you and your student to start planning now to make his/her next year in school the best year. 
Each new school year offers the opportunity for students and their parents to take an inventory of the strengths and challenge areas of the previous year, and to make a plan to improve. As you know, there are data from multiple sources to use to take stock of your student’s learning progress, including your student’s Smarter Balanced test results. 
The Smarter Balanced test results show a point-in-time status of or progress toward his/her college and career readiness based on the understanding and the ability to apply the Common Core State Standards. That information, combined with your student’s progress reports, attendance, participation data in student support programs, disciplinary data, participation data in community service, as well as school co-curricular activities, provides a well-rounded picture of your student’s learning strengths and challenge areas. To use these sources of information to understand your student’s progress, you may want to consider using an inquiry process. An inquiry process may help you and your student in developing a personal plan to try next school year and that can be shared with school staff.
The Evidence-Based Inquiry Process is a cyclical, five-step process to help you make informed decisions about learning. 
1. Identify a question
2. Collect multiple sources of evidence
3. Analyze the evidence
4. Interpret the findings
5. Develop a plan
Annual Plan: Planning for Next Year
Email to Parents
I would like to hear from you about questions that you have related to your student’s performance as a result of reviewing data from the sources listed above. Please let me know what stands out as you reflect on the progress of your student’s learning last year.
Annual Plan: Planning for Next Year
Handout for Parents
Instructional Program Planning Using an Evidence-Based Inquiry Process
Multiple Measures
You and your student may use an evidence-based inquiry process to think about his/her learning last school year. This process includes using data from multiple sources such as classroom progress reports, attendance rates, discipline data, support program participation rates, co-curricular participation, and interim and summative test scores. These multiple measures combine to provide a well-rounded picture of your student’s learning experience.
Data Statements and Questions
For each of these sources of information, describe the level of performance that was expected of your student and then describe the level of performance that your student was able to achieve in data statements. Use examples or evidence from class assignments or records of participation to explain and support the data statements. For example, “He/she attended English class 150 out of 180 class periods” or “He/she received full credit on 22 out of 37 assignments in Math class.” Once all of the data statements are complete, review the data statements and develop one or two questions about your student’s learning performance last year. For example, “What learning was the most important to him/her last year?” Questions like these are the framework for the evidence-based inquiry.

Evidence and Findings
The next step is to find evidence that supports the answer to each question you have developed. Such evidence will help you see what and how your student has learned, and may help you to find out ways for him/her to progress beyond this level of learning. When you have evidence to make findings, these findings can be interpreted and used to develop a plan for improving learning.
Reflecting on Your Learning Growth 
It is important to consider the path of your student’s learning growth during school. As you think about his/her progress of learning since beginning school, how would you describe it? Has it been steady, rapid, or stopping and starting again? What strengths are you able to use to support your student’s learning progress? Which areas need help from parents, peers, and/or school staff? Can you reflect on your student’s learning and list three steps to help him/her make a fresh start to learn next school year? 
We can ____________________________________.
We can ____________________________________.
We can ____________________________________.

Resources for Parents
Smarter Balanced Digital Library[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  To access the links for these resources, the user must be logged into the Smarter Balanced Digital Library.] 

· Assessment Literacy Module: Understanding the Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments
· Understanding the Smarter Balanced Individual Student Report
Sample Mathematics Task
Meyer, D. & Desmos. (2014). Penny circle task: A task that addresses standards F-LE, MP.4, F-IF.C.7, F-BF.B.3, A-CED.A.1, A-REI.B.4. Achieve the Core. Retrieved from http://achievethecore.org/page/868/penny-circle-detail-pg
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