
Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve
SHERRI YBARRA, ED.S., SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Meeting One – Welcome Back 
August 25, 2021 

English Language Proficiency Assessment 
Monthly Meeting Series



• 2020-2021 ACCESS Overview 
• ELPA Certification Update
• WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
• ELMS Enhancement(s)
• WIDA Secure Portal Redesign
• WIDA ELD Standards Framework; 2020 Edition 
• ACCESS Test Dates
• eLearning PD Opportunities
• Webinars & ELPA Trainings

Agenda Topics
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2020-2021 ACCESS 
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• 17,457 ELs took ACCESS for ELLs
• Percent of ELs reaching English 

language proficiency
• 10.1%

• Growth toward English Proficiency
• 48.1% 

English Language Proficiency Assessment
2020-2021
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English Language Proficiency Assessment
2020-2021

• Overall Composite Proficiency Level
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English Language Proficiency Assessment -
Certification Requirement Update
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• Yearly certification is now required to administer all 
ACCESS for ELLs assessments and WIDA Screener(s)

• WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
• WIDA Screener 
• ACCESS for ELLs
• Alternate ACCESS for ELLs
• Kindergarten ACCESS for ELLs

• Training and certification is completed via the WIDA 
Secure Portal

WIDA Screener(s) & ACCESS for ELLs Certifications
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https://wida.wisc.edu/login


WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
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WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Overview

• WIDA Screener for Kindergarten has replaced the 
Kindergarten W-APT

• First and second semester kindergarten
• Complete the Listening and Speaking section only

• First semester grade one
• Screen-out Criteria:

Note: First semester kindergarten students are only required to complete the Listening and Speaking portions 
of WIDA Screener for Kindergarten. 

First Semester Kindergarten Second Semester Kindergarten First Semester Grade 1

• ≥ 5.0 Oral Language Proficiency Level 
• ≥ 4.0 Listening Proficiency Level 
• ≥ 4.0 Speaking Proficiency Level

• ≥ 5.0 Oral Language Proficiency Level
• ≥ 4.0 Listening Proficiency Level 
• ≥ 4.0 Speaking Proficiency Level
• ≥ 2.0 Literacy Score 

• ≥ 5.0 Oral Language Proficiency Level
• ≥ 4.0 Listening Proficiency Level 
• ≥ 4.0 Speaking Proficiency Level
• ≥ 4.0 Literacy Score
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• Necessary materials for administration
• Supplemental materials

• Recommend to have on-hand
• Accessibility & Accommodation Supplement
• WIDA Writing Rubric Pre-K - Kindergarten
• WIDA Speaking Rubric Kindergarten 

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Materials 
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• Raw scores are entered to calculate 
relevant language domain and composite 
proficiency levels

• https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/kinderg
arten/calculator

• Complete the WIDA Screener for 
Kindergarten Score Report by filling in the 
specific student demographic information 
prior to placing the results in the child’s 
cumulative folder

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Score Calculator
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https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener/kindergarten/calculator


WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
Recording Scores into ELMS
• Test Type for WIDA Screener for 

Kindergarten is “WIDA KG”
• LEAs are required to upload the 

child’s Home Language Survey
into ELMS when screener scores 
are entered

• ELMS will not assign an EL Status unless 
the HLS is uploaded

• ELMS automatically assigns an EL 
Status based on the scores input

Assessment & Accountability Webinar – August 2021 |12



• The WIDA Screener for Kindergarten permission 
set was not automatically given to Test 
Administrators when the screener was released

• District Test Coordinators will need to assign the 
permission set to Test Administrators (TAs) so 
they can complete the training and certification 
requirements

• Assign permissions under the Account 
Management and Training Status tile in the  
WIDA Secure Portal

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 
Training – Permission Set Assignment 

ELPA Monthly Meeting Series – August 2021| 13

https://portal.wida.us/client/UserAccountManagement/UserAccountManagement.aspx


ELMS Enhancement(s)
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• Districts can add an attachment to 
Students in ELMS

• ELMS will not allow you to save an 
attachment without adding a note

• Student Assessment Comparison
• District 
• School

English Learner Management System 
Enhancement(s)
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WIDA Secure Portal Redesign
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WIDA Secure Portal Redesign

• The WIDA Secure Portal redesign will deploy on September 1, 2021
• Redesigned WIDA Secure Portal: Coming September 2021
• Get Familiar with the Redesigned WIDA Secure Portal Q&A Webinar

• Login information will not change
• Assessment training and certification will be presented in modules 

within Canvas (WIDA’s LMS) 
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https://wida.wisc.edu/about/news/redesigned-wida-secure-portal-coming-september-2021?utm_source=CR-MM071221&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=MondayMail&utm_content=RedesignedPortalArticle
https://portal.wida.us/GetResource/2787


WIDA Self-Paced eWorkshops
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• On-demand eWorkshops available September 1, 2021
• Home Languages in the Classroom
• Leading for Equity: Classroom Walkthrough
• Classroom Teachers: Engaging Multilingual Newcomers
• Developing Language for Learning in Mathematics
• Social Studies: Engaging Multilingual Learners through Inquiry
• The WIDA ELD Standards Framework: A Collaborative Approach
• School Improvement Planning for Multilingual Learners

• Audience – School leaders, coaches, K-12 classroom 
teachers, ESL specialists, Professional learning Communities

• Available to all Idaho educators via the WIDA Secure Portal

WIDA Professional Learning
District-Wide PD Opportunities  
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• All Idaho educators and 
district staff can participate 
in the WIDA eWorkshops

• DTCs may create accounts for staff 
interested in participating within 
the WIDA Secure Portal

• Assign permission when accounts are 
created

• DTCs may modify existing accounts 
in the Account Management & 
Training Status tile

• Select the “eLearning” permission set

WIDA Professional Learning
WIDA eWorkshops – Permission Sets

ELPA Monthly Meeting Series – August 2021| 20



WIDA ELD Standards Re-adoption 
WIDA English Language Development Standards; 2020 Edition - Update
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• WIDA ELD Standards Framework; 2020 Edition 
• Released on December 28, 2020
• https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/

WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf

• Idaho State Board of Education 
• SDE proposal to adopt the 5 ELD Standards 

Statement
• SBOE vote on August 25 – 26, 2021

• Requires final approval by Idaho Legislature
• Legislative session 2021-2022

WIDA ELD Standards Framework; 2020 Edition 
Updates on Adoption
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https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/WIDA-ELD-Standards-Framework-2020.pdf
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WIDA Technology Readiness 



Technology Readiness 2021-2022

• Ensure your LEA’s technology 
components are ready for 2021-2022 
WIDA Screener and ACCESS testing!

• WIDA Secure Portal Technology Coordinator 
Page

• DRC Insight software downloads are 
found in WIDA AMS 

• Technology Readiness Checklist

• Call WIDA AMS (DRC customer service) 
with questions

• (855) 787-9615
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https://portal.wida.us/client/TrainingResource/TechnologyCoordinator.aspx
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-ui/welcome/WIDA
https://www.wida-ams.us/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=ab98685f-49d5-4299-bdfc-db824c583c85


2021-2022 ACCESS Dates

Testing Specifics Start Date End Date

Pre-Testing

WIDA AMS Pre-ID Upload (Uploaded by Idaho SDE) Thu 11/25/21 Thu 11/25/21

WIDA AMS Test Setup Available for Test Sessions Tue 12/28/21 Fri 3/4/22

Districts Receive Test Materials Thu 1/13/22 Mon 1/17/22

During Testing
Test Window Mon 1/24/22 Fri 3/4/22
Additional Test Material Ordering Window in WIDA AMS Thu 1/13/22 Fri 2/25/22

Post-Testing

Deadline for Shipping Completed Test Materials to DRC Fri 3/11/22 Fri 3/11/22
Pre-Reporting Data Validation – LEAs in WIDA AMS Tue 3/29/22 Mon 4/4/22
Reports and Data Files Available - Online in WIDA AMS Fri 5/6/22 Fri 5/6/22

Reports Available in Districts - Printed Mon 5/23/22 Wed 5/25/22

ACCESS Appeals Window Mon 5/23/22 Fri 6/3/22

ELPA Monthly Meeting Series – August 2021| 25



English Language Proficiency Assessment
Monthly Webinar Series
• Welcome Back - WIDA Screener(s) / ELMS Enhancement

• Wednesday, August 25, 12:00PM -1:00PM Mountain Time
• Join Andrew Bennett, the English Language Proficiency Assessment Coordinator, for monthly webinars which focus on providing timely 

assessment information, updates and resources to successfully navigate the implementation of the various English language proficiency 
assessments.

• Administering WIDA Screener for Kindergarten
• Tuesday, September 7, 12:00PM -1:00PM Mountain Time
• This training will provide the opportunity for participants to collaboratively strengthen their understanding of how to administer and score 

the WIDA Screener for Kindergarten.

• Interpreting ACCESS Score Reports
• Wednesday, September 8, 12:00PM -1:00PM Mountain Time
• This session will focus on how to interpret ACCESS score and what to know to start the new year.

• Welcome Back: What’s New in 2021?
• Tuesday, September 14, 12:00PM -1:00PM Mountain Time
• This training will introduce new items in WIDA AMS, in the WIDA training process, and on the WIDA website.

• Pre-Testing: ACCESS for ELLs for New Test Administrators
• Tuesday, September 14, 12:00PM -1:00PM Mountain Time
• This training will introduce new items in WIDA AMS, in the WIDA training process, and on the WIDA website.

• Pre-Testing: ACCESS for ELLs for New District Test Coordinators 
• Tuesday, September 14, 12:00PM -1:00PM Mountain Time
• This training will provide how-to information on creating WIDA User Accounts, monitoring test administrator training completion, and 

using WIDA AMS as a District Test Coordinator. ELPA Monthly Meeting Series – August 2021| 26

https://idahosde.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJItcOisrjkoHdH_BCa4X9i-B_4rEiETmpTD
https://idahosde.zoom.us/j/95427495708#success
https://idahosde.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMpc-ytqTMuHtGXaPwnBPrjtkS6Y0EKw_lt
https://uwmadison.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=uwmadison&service=6&rnd=0.9374373308378304&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fuwmadison.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b00000005307845d8a4fb9236d8695fbc9ea71d98fb4dc1b09393ceaef8f187691738f428%26siteurl%3Duwmadison%26confViewID%3D198566185625747703%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAWHsZoLMEU3h1Fauc3eBY8lSBMfA-2c1qteEoA53Xa4Uw2%26https://uwmadison.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=uwmadison&service=6&rnd=0.9374373308378304&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fuwmadison.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b00000005307845d8a4fb9236d8695fbc9ea71d98fb4dc1b09393ceaef8f187691738f428%26siteurl%3Duwmadison%26confViewID%3D198566185625747703%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAWHsZoLMEU3h1Fauc3eBY8lSBMfA-2c1qteEoA53Xa4Uw2%26
https://uwmadison.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=uwmadison&service=6&rnd=0.14740060589404635&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fuwmadison.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b0000000590c8ad48b81ba26b7e77826c6daf9c49826dd7c46567639ffbc8c6c403303464%26siteurl%3Duwmadison%26confViewID%3D198566422938419903%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAUOcHNXmV4SU4CmzND69nrdjEc3SetalIRoXTI3_wj8Tw2%26
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Monthly Webinars Calendar Import Feature

• Don’t miss out! Import the ELPA webinar dates and links directly 
into your calendar. 

• ELPA webpage > Trainings tab > Webinars
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https://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/elpa/files/wida-screener/ACCESS-State-Frequency-Report-2021.xlsx


• Interpreting ACCESS for ELLs Score Reports
• September 8, 2021 – 12:00PM – 1:00PM MT
• https://idahosde.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMpc-

ytqTMuHtGXaPwnBPrjtkS6Y0EKw_lt

Next ELPA Monthly Meeting
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https://idahosde.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMpc-ytqTMuHtGXaPwnBPrjtkS6Y0EKw_lt


Open Discussion
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• Unmute yourself or write 
your questions/comments 
within the chat.
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Open Discussion



Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve
SHERRI YBARRA, ED.S., SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Andrew Bennett | ELPA Coordinator
Idaho State Department of Education
650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702
208.332.6909 
abennett@sde.idaho.gov
www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/elpa/
www.sde.idaho.gov

Thank you 
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