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• Coherence
Test reflects the standards
Parts of the system are complimentary

• Continuity
Parts of the System Have Alignment

• Comprehensiveness
Breadth and Depth of  Resources to 
inform teaching and learning

Systems Approach



This is where change happens



Use student data to 
plan forward ! 

Make changes to 
instruction & impact 
learning while there is 
still time to change the 
outcome

Digital Library 
Interim Assessments

Summative 
Assessments
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Use of data for teaching 
and learning
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Overall Premise

We must ask for the evidence in the 
classroom that is reflective of the 

standards and hence the assessment.

Learning Target
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Tools for Eliciting Evidence Aligned to 
the Standards

1. Content Specifications
2. Item Specifications Documents
3. Actual sample items/tasks
4. Cognitive Rigor Matrix
5. Interim Assessments 
6. Digital Library

Learning Target



TODAY:

What are the logistics of 
using the Digital Library?

How does the Digital 
Library support teaching 

and learning?

What role does the DL play 
in the assessment system? 
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LOGISTICS

Assign a Digital Library 
District Coordinator 

Provision teachers 
Manual or 
Upload

Provide professional 
development

Understand the features of 
the Digital Library
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Provisioning Users: 
art.smarterbalanced.org 

Identify a District Digital Library Coordinator 
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Provisioning Users: 
art.smarterbalanced.org 

Add Users
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Professional Development for the Digital Library
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Features of the Digital Library:
• Professional Learning Resources (469) 
• Instructional Resources (1950)
• Exemplar Instructional Modules

• 34 ELA / Literacy
• 36 Mathematics
• 31 Assessment Literacy

• Resource and Topic Forums
• Professional Learning Events

• Mathematics with Bill McCallum
• Supporting Students with Disabilities, Dr. Ann Schulte

• Search Features
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Features of the Digital Library:
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HOW THE DIGITAL LIBRARY 
SUPPORTS TEACHING AND 
LEARNING
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The Digital Library supports 
teaching and learning:

Find targeted instructional
activities
Use data from: 

Interim or Summative
Assessment Reports

Claim Reports
Target Reports
Item Specifications



Score Reports 
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Grade 5, Math
Summative Target Report
Example 3
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GOAL: Elicit in the 
classroom, the same 
evidence called for in the 
standards

Item Specifications 
Document –
5th Grade, Target K, 
Geometry

Implications 
for 
instruction
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GOAL: Elicit in the classroom, 
the same evidence called for
in the standards

Item Specifications 
Document – 5th Grade, 
Target K
Geometry 

Implications for 
instruction
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GOAL: Elicit in the 
classroom, the same 
evidence called for
in the standards

Item Specifications 
Document – 5th Grade, 
Target K
Geometry 

Implications 
for 
instruction



SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION SHERRI YBARRA SUPPORTING SCHOOLS AND STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE

Digital Library 
5th Grade Math 
5.G.B
Claim 1
Target K
Instructional Resource



Score Reports 
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Grade 4, Math
Summative 
Target Report
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Claim 
Report

Data 
indicates the 
need for 
differentiated 
instruction…
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Summative 
Assessment Target 
Report
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From here this teacher may want to:

• Assign interim assessment blocks before or after 
teaching certain groups of standards
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The Digital Library supports the Formative 
Assessment Process :

Clarify Intended Learning
Elicit Evidence
Analyze Evidence
Act on Evidence

Checking for understanding on
a day to day, lesson by lesson 
basis… modify and adjust
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Overall Premise

We must ask for the same evidence in 
the classroom as is called for by the 

standards and hence the assessment

Using Digital Library activities will 
insure that students have experiences 

that are intended by the standards 
and measured by the assessment.

Learning Target
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The Role of the Digital Library 
in the Assessment System

“A model of cognition and learning 
should serve as the cornerstone of 
the assessment design process.”

James W. Pellegrino, Naomi Chudowsky, and Robert Glaser, 
Editors; Committee on the Foundations of Assessment; Board on 
Testing and Assessment; Center for Education; Division of 
Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education; National 
Research Council

…aspects of learning that are assessed and 
emphasized in the classroom should ideally be 
consistent with the aspects of learning targeted 
by large-scale assessments. In reality, however, 
these two forms of assessment are often out of 
alignment. The result can be conflict and 
frustration for both teachers and learners.” 
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You should now understand 
and be able to: 

• Provision educators to use the Digital Library

• Find and use features and content in the Digital Library

• Show how the Digital Library supports teaching and 
learning

• Explain the important role the DL serves in the assessment 
system 
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Locations for resources for this 
professional learning

Content Specifications are here
SDE ISAT main page:  http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/ISAT/

Item/Task Specifications:  
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/item_specifications.htm

Sample Items by Claim and Cognitive Rigor Matrix 
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/assessment/claims.htm

Digital Library
www.smarterbalancedlibrary.org

ISAT Portal    idaho.portal.airast.org
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